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Abstract

Statement of the problem: Nowadays, In Iran, due to the lack of coordination between
the walls, the issue of urban facades and their role in identifying the body of the city
has become very critical. Since these views play a key role in transmitting the culture of
the people and strengthening the urban image, examining their features and developing
design principles based on it is important. In the meantime, examining and recognizing
the historical walls in each period, which are an integral part of the city>s memory, culture,
and identity, and the analysis of the components affecting their design are some of the
things that help us achieve this objective as much as possible. What is considered as an
important and influential factor in the city and its appearance are urban walls, and this
is what is happening today, especially in contemporary Iran, due to the visual disturbance
of the appearance of cities and the lack of unity and coordination in them. It is regarded
as a critical challenge to be addressed. Urban Landscape was first proposed by Thomas
Sharp in 1948 in his Oxford study. But the visual encounter with the urban landscape in
John Nashss work at the beginning of the 19th century was seen in the Olive work at the
end of the 19th century. The philosophy of modern urban theory is entirely dependent on
Gordon Cologness theory. Gordon Cullen believes that the urban landscape can not only
be understood technically but also requires aesthetic sensitivity. Although attention to the
urban landscape is mainly a visual phenomenon, at the same time it evokes memaories,
reminds experiences, and creates emotional reactions.

Urban walls can be a factor in the unity and identity of the city and affect the perception
of the audience. Urban facades can express the culture of the city and be the link between
man, his culture, and the urban body, so examining and recognizing the historical walls
of the city, which are an integral part of the historical memory of cities, is very important
in preserving values. Culture is also the restoration of the identity of contemporary cities. In
this regard, the present study examines the physical characteristics of the walls of the two
historical periods in Iran to recognize the commonalities and differences between them
and understand the design characteristics of urban walls of that time.

Aim: Understanding the indicators and characteristics used in the design of historic
streets leads us to formulate the principles of designing the current urban walls ,which
is a continuation of the historical identity of our cities .In this study ,the Bala and Paein
Khiaban streets of Mashhad ,which was formed during the Safavid period and at the
end of the Qajar period) early Pahlavi ,(the facade of this wall has become registered

*M-talaei@modares.ac.ir
**Hadimotevalli@gmail.com



as cultural heritage ,as well as the Tarbiat St.
in Tabri belongs to the first Pahlavi era jhave
been studied .The purpose of reviewing and
comparing these two historical walls is to gain
an understanding of the differences between the
two periods in the construction of urban walls
and also to achieve the commonalities of these
walls to find a model for building and designing
contemporary urban walls Having a model
and recognizing the characteristics of valuable
historical buildings ,especially urban walls ,which
are the first layers of people‘s encounter with the
city and understanding its identity ,can sometimes
be considered important to identify contemporary
constructions.

According to the studies conducted so far no
comparative comparison has been made between
the urban walls of the Qajar and Pahlavi periods,
but there are research projects that have compiled
information ,document the urban walls and
analyzed them Itis assumed that between these two
streets with the necessary historical background
in the two historical periods ,some common
principles and indicators can be evaluated in the
continuity of the identity of the current cities.
Research Methods: To achieve this goal, the
present study uses the physical characteristics of
the facade, which includes sky and earth lines,
background and shape, divisions and dominant
lines, the width of parts, height, console, openings,
color, the texture of materials and decorations.
It is also an appendix and marks, evaluates the
mentioned walls, and thus explains the physical
characteristics of each by mentioning the common
features and their differences. For this purpose,
using analytical-descriptive, exploratory research
method and also based on field studies in the form
of direct observation and the presence of authors at
the top and bottom of Mashhad Street and Tarbiat
in Tabriz along with library studies, comparative
study of the mentioned historical walls, this paper
deals with the late Qajar period (Ayah Pahlavi)
and the first Pahlavi period, recognizes the
aspects of their differentiation and commonality,
and explains their physical characteristics.
Conclusion: [t is concluded that the views of
these two walls from the perspective of the
ground line, shape and background, width of
parts, consoles, openings, horizontal and vertical
divisions, extensions, signs, and panels have

many similarities with each other, but their
general difference is in the skyline, the materials
differences in the height of the buildings and
especially their decorations.

Key words: Urban walls, Physical characteristics,
Bala and Paein Khiaban, Tarbiat Street, [dentity of
urban landscape
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Figure 2: Tarbiat pedestrian at the time of construction. Source:
Jadid al-Islam, 2012: 65.
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Picture No. 1. Ferdowsi Street, 1929. Source: Image Archieve of
National libarary and Arcieves of LR. Iran.
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Figure: 4 The old passage between Nobar Gate and Dig Bashi.
Source: Zamani et al2008,.
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Figure: 3 Location of the old passage between Nobar and Dig Bashi
gates, Source :Zamani et al.2008, .
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Figure :5 Mashhad map .Source :McGregor .1987 ,The axis of Bala and Paein Khiaban Streets is indicated by a dotted line reaching the gate
of Bala khiaban and that of Paein Khaiban.
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Figure 6: The name and image of each registered buildings located in Bala and Paein Khiaban. Source: Afifi and Talaei, 2014
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Figure 7: Skyline, parts of Bala Khiaban’s and Paein Khiaban’s urban wall (above), the drawn lines represent the skyline of the urban wall,

which clearly represents the smooth skyline. Uneven skyline of Tarbiat street, Tabriz (bottom). The drawn lines represent the skyline of the
urban wall, which indicate a rough skyline. Source: Authors according to Zamani et al., 2008, Afifi and Talaei, 2014.
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Figure 8: The groundline of Bala and Paein Khiaban, Mashhad (top) and Tarbiat, Tabriz (bottom) are even. Source: Authors according to
Zamani et al., 2008, Afifi and Talaei, 2014.
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Figure 9: (Above: Tarbiat) and (below: Bala and Paein Khiaban street): Analysis of the shape and background of the Bala and Paein Khiaban’s
urban wall and that of Tarbiat, the shapes of facade are in a balanced position in both urban walls. They induce feelings of enclosed and none-
enclosed space to the audiences. Source: Source: Authors according to Zamani et al., 2008, Afifi and Talaei, 2014.
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Figure 10. Division of the facade in Bala and Paein Khiaban and Tarbiat (Above: Bala and Paein Khiaban street) and (below, Tarbiat). These
images show that the divisions of the mentioned urban walls are in the vertical direction in the form of multiple vertical openings, each part

of which is different from the other by the protruding columns on the facade surface. These divisions are mostly equal, except in some cases
where some parts appear larger or smaller than other parts. In the horizontal direction, these urban walls are divided into two parts. Source:
Authors according to Zamani et al., 2008, Afifi and Talaei, 2014.
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Figure :11 Separation of surface and width of facade sections in Bala ‘and Paein Khiaban ‘urban walls .As it can be seen in the picture ,the
width of the facade through the urban wall includes different dimentions for example ,one building facade is devided into two ,three or even
six sections .Source :Authors according to Afifi and Talaei2014 ,
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Figure 12: Separation of surface and width of facade sections in Tarbiat street, Tabriz. As it can be seen, the facade is divided into different

widths along the urban wall, and each facade itself includes divisions with different proportions. Source: Authors according to Zamani et al.,
2008.
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Figure 13: Parts of Bala and Paein Khiaban’s fenestrations. The general shape of the windows is rectangular and is appllied symmetrically on
the facade, although some facades are not symmetrical and consequently the placement of the windows is not symmetrical. The ground floor

is also dedicated to commercial use and has fenestrations with different dimensions and proportions. Source: Authors according to Afifi and
Talaei, 2014.
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Figure 14: Parts of Tarbiat streets’ fenestrations. The general form of the fenestrations in this urban wall is rectangular and is used symmetrically
in the facade. The ground floor of the Tarbiat is also dedicated to commercial use and has a fenestration with different dimensions and
proportions. Source: Authors according to Zamani et al., 2008.
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Figure 15: Part of Bala Khiaban street where coordination is ohserved in the divisions of surfaces, scale, material, their color and facade
ornamentations. Source: Authors according to Afifi and Talaei, 2014.
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Figure 16: Part of Tarbiat street, coordination in material and their colors, proportions, height and number of floors. Source: Authors according
to Zamani et al., 2008.
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Table 1: Investigation of physical characteristics of Bala Khiaban and Paein Khiaban street, Mashhad and Tarbiat street, Tabriz, Source:
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