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Abstract

Mu’awiyah became the caliph in 41 AH after the Rashidun caliphs and initiated the
Umayyad rule in Syria. Of course, the Umayyad dynasty began in 18 AH (during the
Caliphate of Umar) in this part of the Islamic world and the Umayyad dynasty in Syria
ended in 132 AH. The Umayyad dynasty was founded in 138 AH by one of their survivors,
Abdul Rahman Dakhil, in Spain in 138 AH, and continued until 422 AH. The Umayyad
rulers and caliphs of Spain, like their Syrian ancestors, sought to have fun.

With the beginning of the Umayyad dynasty after the Rashidun caliphs, the way of
governing in Islamic civilization changed and moved away from the simplicity of life
and equality and brotherhood that was in the beginning of Islam. . Many historical books
refer to the luxurious and monarchist nature of this family, which according to historical
documents can be considered the legacy of their ancestors, Mu’awiyah, and some artworks

that left from this period are also different from other periods in terms of luxury. Some of
these works are so in conflict with the beliefs, religion and character of Islam that some
scholars have called them blasphemous art that have never been repeated in the history
of Islamic art. The Umayvyad artefacts have been studied separately in previous studies,
but so far no research has been done to study these works from the perspective of features
such as “luxury”.

Therefore, considering that artworks are tools that put human beings in direct contact
with the culture of historical periods, the purpose of this study is to identify the royal
aspects of Umayyad rule based on their artworks. Accordingly, the purpose of this study
was to examine the works of art of the Umayyads in Syria and Andalusia in terms of
displaying their luxurious aspects and to find out how and in what way these works met
the goals of their rulers.

The questions that we want to answer are these: What are the most important works
of Umayyad art? and What are the luxuries of the Umayyad dynasty? And how did
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these works achieve the goals of their owners?
In this article, to answer these questions, at the
first stage, Historical and religious books were
studied, and then their content was analyzed, In
the second step, the Umayyad artworks, including
Architectural structures and artworks kept in
museums, were studied and analyzed. Studies
show that the spirit of luxury of the Umayyad can
be seen from Damascus to Andalus, through their
surviving artworks.

The Umayyad dynasty is the period of the
construction of huge and glorious mosques
that have been used for a lot of money. These
mosques are called royal mosques in art history
books. Mosques such as the Dome of the Rock
in Jerusalem, the Grand Mosque in Damascus
and the Cordoba Mosque are examples of such
mosques. Through those mosques, the Umayyads
displayed the power and glory of their empire. The
elements that were added to the mosques, such as
the “minbar” (pulpit) and the “magsoorah” and
the “mihrab” (altar), are related to showing the
position and authority of the Umayyad caliphs.
In addition to mosques and their elements, royal
palacesandbathshavesurvived fromthe Umayyad
period. The decorations inside these structures,
including paintings and sculptures, all reflect
the Umayyad luxury character. After the collapse
of the Umayvyad rule in Syria, their aristocratic
character continued in Spain by their survivors.
The construction of a magnificent mosque full of
decorations in Cordoba demonstrates this. The
construction of palaces in Spain continued so
much that now the best Islamic palaces such as
Madinah Al-Zahra and Al-Hamra are preserved
in this land. Manifestations of Umayyad luxury
can also be identified in their other works of
art. The use of the word “king” to mean king on
Spanish pottery and the presence of motifs such
as portraits of musicians, singers, and dancers on
works of art also reflects the way the Umayyad
rulers lived and how they spent their leisure time.
The presence of perfumers in the hands of the
king and the presence of musicians next to them
are all symbols of royalty and luxury.
Keywords: Umayyad, Damascus, Andalusia,
mosques, palaces, Umayyad pottery.
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Figure 2: Images of palaces and cities in mosaic decorations in the
Great Mosque of Damascus, the Umayyad period. Image source:

https://islamicart.museumwnf.org/database_item.php?id=monumen
t;ISL;sy;Mon01;11;en
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Figure 1: Image of Sassanid vases in mosaic ornaments on the Dome
of the Rock in Jerusalem, the Umayyad period. Image source: https://
www.asriran.com
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Figure 4: Part of the wall paintings of the Qusayr al-Umrah bath in
Jordan, during the Umayyad period. Image source: https://islamicart.
museumwnf.org/database_item.php?id=object;ISL;jo;Mus01;51;en
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Figure 3: Thirty-one completely abstract designs on the floor of the
courtyard of the Al-Mufjar Complex, in Jordan, during the Umayyad
period. Image source: http://qodsna.com
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Figure 6: Part of Al-Zahra Medina, in Spain, Umayyad period. Image
source: (Dodds, 1992, 31)
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Figure 5: Altar of the Cordoba Mosque, in Spain, Umayyad period.
Image source: (Dodds, 1992, 20)
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Figure 7: Lions> courtyard in Alhambra Palace, Spain, Nasserite
period, 779 AH
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Figure 9: Pottery bowl, No. 63031, Madrid Archaeological Museum,

dated 364324- AH), produced by Medina Al-Zahra during the

Umayvyad caliphate. Image source: http://islamicart.museumwnf.
org/database_item.php?id=object;ISL;es;Mus01;2;en
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Figure 8: Pottery bowl, No. 63043, Archaeological Museum of Madrid,
366324- AH. Produced in Medina Al-Zahra during the Umayyad
caliphate. Image source: (Dodds, 1992, 232)
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Figure 10: Alhambra vase, No. 5229, Palermo, 7th century AH,
Nasserite period. Image source: (Dodds, 1992, 354)
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Figure 12: A piece of cloth containing the phrase «Prayer for the
Caliph», known as «Hisham Hijab» (No. 292, Academy of Madrid,
History (336339- AH)). Image source: (Dodds, 1992, 225)
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Figure 11: Using the word «sultan» on a piece of cloth attributed to

Spain (No. 18.31, Metropolitian Museum, late fourteenth and early

fifteenth centuries). Image source: https://www.metmuseum.org/art/
collection/search/447048



595 3 iy oz SLardilins g Laoled sy
Obgel sy )BT

Jolaio olSin glatzl o (Gaiwge 5 Slozejlol) Lie
slals sl g aiS (85 (i Olac 45 D5dise
ez youel slSTg ipidiiyo dloye 40 9.9,05)0 ()00
00 S5 lez dan j1aS SluS Lot 5wy 1563 g
MAY ool o) aolol om0 asl ginlal g ols,
slals el gl o jlgl g Braoge g =i an Jre (AD)
aS 390 S ol ange o g .l 039 9o (59l
ol g wisliansé 55 i laygio 1], Lo ol
o> 2lg) b g o idlie 5 (Slor Ol g i
L0l U jlal g =i an ol ABMe (VY IVAY Yo (s 002 o)

a2 0je s Nz pao s gy o5l oab slid aSogn
s (lao il o asaole (ol oy Slaalaaule ¢yl
ool iyban il ggs0ulys paadyan sl
Syl Ginag il e ol sl oas Slipb adg )l 8¢l
s bgaye yaolailigel (MANAY Yz (s052 e) dg005
S95 5yt U1 159) ;0095 (Slo0ilsls 128y 5 o5 psnhe
g uisle Js o Busiles uglad.aslaialiS (rolaia

a aleie Lol ol Olitwb 0jg0 FV VY &) lasio iloyhe:)F jguns
(Dodds, 1992,213): yyouns dslo.seel slols ()] g0
Figure 2: Images of palaces and cities in mosaic decorations in the
Great Mosque of Damascus, the Umayyad period. Image source:

https://islamicart. museumwnf.org/database_item.php?id=monumen
t;ISL;sy;Mon01;11;en
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Figure 13: Image of royal symbols (incense player and perfumer,
hand fan) on Moghireh jewelry box, No. 4068, Louvre Museum, date
357 AH. Image source: (Dodds, 1992, 197
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