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Abstract:

During the Qajar Era (1789 - 1925), lots of transformative events took place in Iran, the
effects of which could still be seen in the Iranian society. At the beginning of the Qajar Era,
the situation of the carpet trade was not favorable and even many famous carpet weaving
centers had lost their former prosperity. In the middle of the Qajar Era, the Persian carpet
weaving industry reflourished, caused by many interacting factors.
This lucrative trade attracted foreign investors to the Persia. During the Gilded Era
in America, the West showed an interest to invest directly in Persian rug production.
Multinational corporations began extensive activities in this field. According to some
experts, with establishing multinational companies, claimed to be merely for the carpet
weaving’s growth, The Western companies were following their colonial goals; an example
of many privileges given to the Furopeans, Russians and Americans by the Qajar kings.
These Western companies were benefited by carpet weaving technology which already
existed in Persia (Iran) as well as low-priced local workers. Investing in several Iranian
cities and due to their financial upper hand, they were able to employ many workers in both
centralized and decentralized carpet weaving workshops.
These companies initially applied the indigenous technology but after mastering the
techniques and learning the craft’s skills, they started to make changes in the methods of
carpet production which affected the craft both quantitatively and qualitatively. In some
weaving centers, the efficacy was so severe that it totally changed the aesthetic principles of
the region’s rug weaving.
The pioneer was a British-Swiss company called Ziegler, which established its workshops
chiefly in Sultanabad (Arak), Tabriz, Kerman, etc. The company started its activity in 1883.
Its parallel interest was Persian opium cultivation. They learned the ropes from Tabrizi
merchants who were expanding their workshops around Sultan-Abad at that time. So
Ziegler and co., too, established their workshops there, followed by American companies,
initiating a new type of designs in Sultan-Abad (nowadays called Arak).
The total structure and identity of Persian carpets have not changed in these productions.
Ziegler went after its Western tastes, which was forming under the influence of artistic
movements such as Art Nouveau. The new products enjoyed Persian patterns and motives
but in different designs. The shapes mostly followed curvilinear designs but in a somehow
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rectilinear way. The result was something
similar to loom-drawings on graph papers which
was a shake-up for that time.

Multinational  corporations caused many
designs, patterns, colors, and even textures to be
forgotten. After the Ziegler’s dissolution, the loom
drawings remained in Arak’s workshops and
the style mingled with the previous traditions of
the regions in which the company had used to
produce carpets.

The present study tries to analyze the designs
and patterns of carpets produced by Ziegler
Company in Sultanabad (Arak) - which has
been the center of Ziegler’s activities. The main
questions of this article are:

1.What are the characteristics of Ziegler carpets?
2.What innovations Ziegler made in Persian
palettes and designs?

3. Did Ziegler give something new to the Persian
carpet?

The study’s results indicate the so-called Ziegler
carpets have been designed with a new type
of composition using patterns from various
Iranian hand-woven pieces. Ziegler's designers
used freely the various elements from different
Iranian regions, making new compositions
with them. At first glance, one may assume
the Ziegler’s designs as novel patterns with no
relation to the traditional Persian designs. But
with a more accurate look it would be apparent
that the general forms of Persian patterns
remained unchanged in these pieces. It is not the

patterns, but the designs and compositions that
have been changed as well as the palettes and
favorable sizes.

Ziegler's designs enjoyed Persian patterns
and motives but in different designs and with
different proportions. In the long run, Ziegler’s
designs did not add anything new to the Persian
carpets’ patterns and designs. Only by changing
the proportions and colors Ziegler managed to
achieve a new style that became fashionable in
the target markets for a while. The presence of
multinational companies, like Ziegler, in the
Iranian economy had some positive results, such
as increasing foreign investments and growing
the carpet production. Nevertheless, it degraded
the quality and originality of Persian designs.
The research’s method: Analytical-descriptive
method is used in this article. The data have been
collected from both field and library. Historical
texts have been also used as references. The
method of analysis is qualitative. The results
indicate that despite breaking the traditional
rules, Ziegler designers could not introduce
something new to the Persian carpets’ world.
Following the Western markets’ temporary
tastes, Ziegler designer made some changes in
patterns’ proportions and arrangements. Such
innovations may still be seen occasionally, here
and there, in new Persian products.
Keywords: Carpet weaving, Persian carpets, The
(Qajar Era, Ziegler Company, design, Pattern and
color.
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Pic 3: A loom-drawing with medallion design from Ziegler Company’s
archive (Source: Mr. Heshmati Razavi’s private collection)
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Pic 4: A Ziegler carpet with medallion design (source: Mr. Arsin, producer)
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Pic 5: A carpet produced by Ziegler Co. (source: private collection)
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Pic 6 & 7: Two examples of Ziegler rugs with medallion design
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Pic 9: An example of American-Saruq rugs (private collection)
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Pic 10: A Ziegler medallion’s outline drawing
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Pic 3: A loom-drawing with medallion design from Ziegler Company’s
archive (Source: Mr. Heshmati Razavi’s private collection)
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Pic 12: A Ziegler rug with vagireh design and an outline drawing done by the author

Pic 13 & 14: A Ziegler rug with vagireh design (source: Mr. Arsin, a rug-producer)
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Pic 15: A Saruq rug with Mustaufi design
Pic 16: A Saruq rug with Mustaufi design
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Pic 17: A Ziegler rug with vagireh design and Mustaufi golfarang pattern
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Pic 18: Outline drawings of the Ziegler’s Shah Abbasi motif (source: author
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Pic 19: Shah Abbasi motifs in Ziegler rugs (source: author)
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Pic 20: Round floral motifs in Ziegler rugs (source: author)
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Pic 21: Bud and blossom motifs in Ziegler rugs (source: author)
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Pic 22: Leaf motifs in Ziegler rugs
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Pic 23: Eslimi (Arabesque) motifs in Ziegler rugs (source: author)
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Pic 24: Source: some documents of Iran’s carpet industry
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Pic 25: The proportion of medallion and corners in a traditional Persian design (the author)

Pic 26: The proportion of medallion and corners in a Ziegler design (the author)

Pic 27: The proportion of medallion and corners in a Ziegler design (the author)
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Pic 28: A disproportionate vagireh in a Ziegler design (the author)
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Pic 29: Outline drawing of an Arak’s old school design with a proportional vagireh (the author)
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Pic 30: A comparison between a Ziegler design (left) and an old school Arak’s (right)
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Pic 31: Shah Abbasi motif in a Ziegler design
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Pic 32: Level structure of Ziegler designs
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Pic 33: The importance of blank spaces between patterns in Ziegler designs
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Pic 34: Incoherence in a Ziegler design
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Pic 35: Marginal motifs’ proportion in a Ziegler rug
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Pic 36: Incorrect edge-making in a Ziegler rug

©Folis e @bl 4S ae 4. liS e 3l Sy
s LaSS) 550055 5 990 plie (59 slapS)s
Lol (28,58 Joleioday b lagl 0w s oS e 4
bl glagl Suw g GSdnn by b digy S0
Olie 0350 zgo SY) wlapShi olio ddolio ples
1950 59 e3Shis LS el JB .l (g 8]
Sl 559 CewhiiS oy 0ge d9 sla B o
Dloiod [l S0y b Garsds lge )0 g
DD (50

el 8501685y a1 jamyg o ity ol
yguo aihl g el Joleie cdlo 5o oSS (g5 S
BlacSs) slaolaiwl (S5 Joles ol ¥ 5 S0 0S50
LU og 0oW5 50 50 eoSis eoladss el SalsS
S olsal |y (S5, dolss (ol (gymg5 slacSs) lsolaiwl
By i 0uds S5 cawas 6d)lgo o lapb Lol
Rgpe Jal.v.“m

3550 s S50 wiz 1 iné )0 S5 2l

Al rline g (Rliung) sla s ains so cwd i o=
Qieared (Shg il 0ledse (l ied slaaidlh siaga g
bl isolsos ool iS55 ol o oo
(¥5 329005) paiud azlge oliawg) 5 (e sla B
Sy -\

pord o Shasd vge wlades o Sy wSw
S sleul gl G slaJB (50 0Ss) 9 liSSs,
ol )y 40 aS

LS5 b 55 5505 0ol i sla B S0 ol
laJBSG) )0 aig i 0 a8l Sy pibawassgime
alasliiaS el el Glel (S5 gl 4150
O boles asles)S (ggyw ol 5l s il sloaigas
Slals ols Sus S slacsb l sgame bolatul
3o ori SG) aw | g aze lacSy) olass .cowl 1Sy
S sed jelad Sy G

Sl sl Sig b (55,2659 lapshi ulee dsle
Blasdgame ;500 13wt Lels wluogas g 15>

935 Jle (ol duusaso cole doliliad
Ferdows-honor-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

¥\



Uiy S 4 Sy gy 8 ololie 4o bgosa
BB gy 5 gt bam LSy 5 050 JiSs
g aclal wyjlasliwl adgl olyoe aups (LBLJE 5l coles
oLl sleul g Ol s Juel (5985 ¢ lazyb (sLus
s JaSeis g, g Lygds ) (jgal

Ly U’QLQ—“’ L,‘S)_m uw;bb WY dLm aLaQAQr_UQ
cdled g aalo cdgo lasil o ol (oy8 eyylas ol
el gob )l o HlheS bogans Lol slagilieS
Ol Ginye Golgaw Sy au T el aulS ()138lg
i)y s s iS5t apises s ey ynlS
8 Uind Sy g bad sbiie il g b5 Sl e
SO Olgicas il s 80 ) dal oLl jo aS¢lis
e g adei o ()8 Casiio gy S ao Sigo Lk
(WA (ol iyd

ool algieas @y B OSaiiSadlgs SleS az)S|
ol gadgidose o 8l o)ls S (103 ) g
Sl slabiole bl (i jo i ]) ege (i Ol Ly
Olgias oSz Lol conwl atils plial iy 8 5 woleo )l
ol il S s laesS, b jguas 5 230
Lol ot cadled ans mip as Soop (b, S oS
L (= S oblphle Saidb &g 50 glas!
3l jayal a5 cuslay (oliang) slaing | Gagul ades
8aigles Loy lagyb g 4l dlgo g e g canenS s
J2lsl o il 55 Rl slasigd crories 5l 529)S
Ol ol 8 eluol o 1505 85lg g el 03,8 ¢4l
(510 APV adg3)

S5lsloae (5910, b 1505 ¢S, 8wl wsise alg;
ols sleS,w LS o wllpble glehb oy
Shl 2liing) Uiy d (slavvgais ja )0 pabie (oo S0
gl dom

dg4aS )Lz Gler Sz 0l 1 g ASy Sy
A5 sl 5l gyliwn ana e o MSLie ¢ asloyw
50,500 Sie oyl plalT g (wg) slagyu bwgs
ke g Gl aS eas plo ull slassle Gogy ¢l
Qe LJLIJJ O .Q)jfua )J[cu_'>9 b 6@91 LCDDQL’? O Jb_,o‘
S5l solyy Hlasae olociwsil Jdo 4 1555 slacules
Sy aS ) s34 g ed) Jlgjang) 095 slaabls

S50 S5y Gl gbis sl yiils Gl (cal
Rl b LS (el S5 g, (0
8l slidlye 4 atwgsy slasilw (7

595 pyese SLelS cusb sLsher ;155 isla Js o
5 o0 5z b (lbiawis oS, aeose cows I )
JS iz 5 Shl dshie glagnd oy iz oleanlls
Shlashio ;0,500 aigad sl 0guise Ol GBbUS
agad 3o 5 aSh paiuy 4zlse jo8 (S5 dle SO L
sldher 000 | wue Ged S5 lsise e Jl
Lo S5y ,S00 Ly as e cowo jl ) 095 cuusls casl
Cbls (e o )0 (S5 0 9wty ashie (Sls
g ¢ 2B Gwliw by Bl 5l ccals adgs
53 djgpel el il aS g e ol isla s sy,
Do 090 bl Bbuns sblia S

5 LB 5 pyb it o IS0 oSy b jguas @l
Gl dS 8 ddstoasaiy o ose ol B S
i by ILalS] s> gt o ol 15,
adoi a0 aS lashio ahag job g (ol (8L,
5 4bluo 44293l 5 i (12l A0 5o sl ol Lo wesloyg
LS )0 (5365555 g sl 40 p9)b e slaylib iy
ol 0o bl (8 g g izl o) il slaaiss
9 Samo S 99)5 UlsIse Letd g 2 (155,50 ladss
s oladei ol ol wwas sl

S8 d50 48] ams g0 o Gideais leS, o
ezl b colas el o]y mawg sl S epleyuw
boyye slaciand plas o joy0a eS¢yl asoly
ol ulie @3S giad o)ls Ol b eylad g adei 4y
Ooeal 55 69y b asogyy il cdge e Sl Lacu]les
0ol Olabungyun cigz )0 2lagalls soler Al
S 325 5 0S8l byl 0500 50 9 iy glusgl
ot (05 S) s9u8) Glasiio . eladl layss
Ol 0S ilgo ) CBluiws ()8 dina) )0 soler oo
eSS, cwluw ol Glisl o) :awgi o gl Laslo e
sz szl L Sope apae (3,8 54T 0 uleais
B aiwga) o 0 W8 Jlao yo (ol lojlaw g s
ol (YA o0 A (69 (siadins) (ot JuSciad (ol
Sl 092 2l o Lind WS oled (sl dne
Sy sl e )go iyl B Aaiosa Mo
slags Yo bl o9 iy Dgal Cpguatl) i elew
Bose &S WIF olocragy Jol )l 51 aS 5, S oMl WIF

g8 Jle ool dusunio ale doliliad
Ferdows-honor-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

FY



Wad ol

Sy S o) 3l (laigas: Y jygums
Pic 37: The Ziegler emblem
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Pic 38: Arak’s carpet bazar (the author)
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Pic 39: An example of contemporary Arak loom-drawings (the author)
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Pic 40: A loom drawing for area rug (the author)
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Pic 41: An example of exportable Arsin’s products which are under the influence of Ziegler designs
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