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Abstract

Problem statement: Lithography was introduced to Iran during the Qajar period (1249 AH)
and subsequently had a significant influence on art, particularly in the field of narrative
illustration. Among the noteworthy works of this era is the illustrated book "Mathnavi
al-Atfal," which is a condensed version of Rumi's narratives. During the Qajar period, it
changed in line with the literary trends of the time and was illustrated by Miftah al-Mulk.
The illustrated version was later published in 1309 AH by an artist named Mirza Mustafa
(preserved in the Astan Quds Razavi Library with registration number 35594).

One of the most famous books in the field of school literature during this period is "Mathnavi
al-Atfal," a summary of the work by Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi (Maulana Rumi).
This valuable and content-rich book, consisting of forty-four illustrated frames, was
created by Mirza Mustafa. Each of these illustrations is derived from the stories in the
book, and each story includes various events involving human and animal characters.
One of the important reasons for the focus on selecting human and animal characters in
the illustrations of this book, which can be mentioned, is the attention to the details of the
images and the comparison between the text and the image in each story, which captivates
every reader and enthusiast interested in this subject. In addition to this, another aspect is
the recognition of the artist's technical features. Mirza Mustafa incorporated significant
influences from Western art and European paintings in his works, attempting to portray
human and animal figures in a natural and three-dimensional manner by employing
perspective.

Research Objective: "Mathnavi al-Atfal" is a valuable illustrated book containing 44
images, which to a large extent reflects the beliefs and desires of its contemporary society.
This research aims to examine the character selection in the illustrations depicting the
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narratives of divine prophets, and to explore the
influence of the written text and the societal beliefs
represented by Mirza Mustafa, the illustrator, in
the production of these illustrations.

Research Question: The main focus of this research
is to answer the following question: To what extent
is there a connection between the depiction of the
mentioned characters in the written text and their
reflection in the visual narratives of the divine
prophets in the illustrations of "Mathnavi al-
Atfal"? Furthermore, what are the commonalities
and differences in character selection in the
images?

Research Method: This research is based on a
descriptive-analytical approach, and the study
population consists of 44 illustrations related to
39 stories. However, the analytical-comparative
study in the history of art has ultimately focused
on only 8 illustrations from 7 stories.
Conclusion: [n less than a decade after the
introduction of lithography to Iran, the practice
of illustration became prevalent in published
books. These books were produced to cater to
specific audiences, with the literature of the
school genre being of particular importance.
Among these works, "Mathnavi al-Atfal" held a
significant position. One of the notable features of
this work was its illustrations by Mirza Mustafa,
a lithographic book illustrator. Due to the nature
of the book (narrative stories with moral lessons),
human and animal characters held a special
place in the illustrations as primary elements.
By examining the accepted form of character
selection in the narratives related to divine
prophets in "Mathnavi al-Atfal," it is evident that
Mirza Mustafa depicted the human and animal
characters to some extent by the characteristics
mentioned in the book (faithfulness to the original
text). However, in certain parts beyond poetry,
additional characters were portrayed alongside
the main characters of the story (increased
visual characters). At times, the illustrator
reduced certain characters or focused on specific
sections of the story to visualize the depicted
event (reduction of visual characters). Further
analysis reveals that the character selection
in "Mathnavi al-Atfal" was influenced by the
artistic taste of the illustrator and aligned with
the writing style of the book's author. The main
characters in each story were depicted based on

their gender, social, economic, cultural status,
and religious minorities, and their portrayal in
the story took shape according to the norms of the
(Qajar period in which the illustrator lived. Mirza
Mustafa illustrated the climax of each story and
made alterations to certain elements, but overall,
unique artworks were created for "Mathnavi al-
Atfal" based on artistic taste. The main characters
of each story were consistently reflected in the
illustrations, with the overall portrayal following
the written text and incorporating the artist's
personal ideas and prevailing norms.
Keywords: Lithography, [lustration, Character
Selection, Divine Prophets, Mathnavi al-Atfal,
Mirza Mustafa.
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Table 1: Stories of “ Mathnavi Al-Atfal” (Source: Authors)
\)09\%))9,@) Y Qdebgjg)kﬂbsaﬁwbaﬁaﬂtj Yo
gl \ JUs g pag 4 0S5 plee i ase vy
- - ulos 055,55 5145 s Y
L]
Y pgual \ Beas )l puue copas oS FA \/@W
- - el it o (0955255 5 19 505 4 WA)L_;)
VEY (bl

YW guas ) b @3les 0l gl asais ogal leatuwl fo
- - el bagjd aS gy of A
Y\C_)_xyzu \ u.uSuLo.Q/cM Y
, _ Olosdww cpuas 450l jlaiy cyiwlgs olo lnn
- - oy i bioye ol asgjlio Fr
YO yuguai ) e gas Ol awldd g Late 1Sty fa
- - 63 el sles yuio yyaShelg ol 154
_ _ woailSubl g el ails avaS Ldgus (] 127
Y poual ) ohlhe )il o gbosse A
YY guas ) I pragny s dayls (50,5 @S 4
- - I ololis cyolo aliog yelio e
W\ﬁ&@ \ BYS) amogg)l,\.wo)a].mm)djb_e(wﬁ A\
= - 4L|)9)2A9&l&@)9&uumu9ubb_w oy
- - slvanyawsgsoliwaaSeyocl ov
- - o0 aid) (ool e ol Jab aS el of
Yoo V4 juguas Y 218 S ol asly s s aSeoly slaob o N
- - byl Ol 5 Jlgw oF
¥\ pugual ) a2 caeds o Lol (o ¢lege oA
Y o5 \ S0 095 Sao o $3b paS e ol o4
- - abs o310 0l 7o
\“Wys,@) \ 9@&)54;93959@ 7\
FF jagu ! S 2 gebgyg i al
\“(5)59,-&3 \ )Lgbb),}_?)a 7V

099953 Jle (il dumnbe cole doliliad
Ferdows-honar-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

YA



(080555105 k) Jsb Ylsaito@laciliwls ) Jgas

Table 1: Stories of “ Mathnavi Al-Atfal” (Source: Authors)
- Soel raleaSisanlas gleweSaS (rogys ol A
- b3S 5o slol ey 1380 70
- slyolasaSeplage 24
w FF a5l 280> 4 Bgue (118 el
— ;ES . hoss shis osame ol 13, loxia A
FY jagu03 Sl bl 30 2 74
- GO Al & b 3o (318, Yo
- CanSuin |y o sgrw aS aaly ol YA
YA sagua WSe s S g eSS als 4 gl aS pas vy
- Sy el g0y0 pbe v
P9 g 0S Galss azya aS g b aS ()95 Ve
- ol o Clgs g lbisjg) s Yo
Fo yogues Loy 99502 g Olaluane 65 duo ks
- itz oS ganaS g8 g oS g 41 vy
- sz g (bge idlS) VA
- 4485 g o slioly &
- i alsoaSaish il oo As
) jagues 2BLgl Sws ez 1y A
FY jagus Sgr 0z (alS ol 0g5 S soluo N
- hadoowop AV
¥ guas Jlwog juueS AF
- alsCslob Ploolys o g AQ
_ Salo b aeyi Sdoaws NG
FF pguas Alojobogame lhlw cils, AY

09958 e gl duwo cole doliliad
Ferdows-honar-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

va

hhuas iy
s 305.L35 55 3 e a5 S ol i 9 o) s cnsby o L Fl it Lospigs
slrongailagliald 5g) 1 poris Shjslaolss sl ogb IS U515t a5 ologo slircpalluels cuibluw
5y 55 T by a0 o 1S 55l (5 S 55 0505 LT s S
S ol BT Y o) oy JlaS an ;b s yaglias caslus yo g sl g & (ols Siw ey way ohune




5 o sbad (iUl Sos 50 )0 g aslon Hgyw
saalie (ilgise sabl So g wld Su ol slo
Sz dsarsibyol coly iy ehaoly o0y S
Cuwbus l glas aS el 00,5 a0 wliniig
OeSep gl slagilungns .o)lo (iUl @ ls o gl 3L
Symis o Seas |y ol aS 3500 Olacigyia yaglas
g |y lapluwl ¢ Sy saimoglan wioiS e
L)uld_o_x_l_m @_AL 91)[_37)Q)9_> elo Caw] 00 g-ad i)
oz Lagl a5 oo glopalwgly ol o lika il |l
oSS culey e GUlo cshae.ccwlools
S35 9,90 Lo sl yo lagluwil g pluuzl (S g
Cewl 00y S cule |y guiSuiwp ¢ (gilwlad (plisog
OlaSs g L Ly Jlgas ol BT 50 0l g0
8 o g Loy guo s angls Lel el sais o
JLQL}//&W)Q L)_QLLM ol L)9l_0_,k_,o A =00 )0 L%UT
Pl g 5S3ldbs | yogbas ol dmes uSep
a5l JLsbYisgiio yaglad .cumwl suy S |y ygat an
il odyghs yguaian gol b nyg ol yaglas yiin
s b SSodo el e gl ol gl pliws ;i L Ll
bgi 230l c)lgo Loy sed cablie ot
eys ]) N 456)9£4\g Cwl s0ld EayS Aoyl
AL T 9 00g-ad (5l Ca8) H aguai an L5 oS e
] 0‘5)9BQ uu.)LQJ a0 LS).R_) L))_ubLQuT)_JSL@.)g Q_)b
Dl aiayiey ol asliad o (Sp)liSe 5 sa eSS
laliad asyi)s gatols slojug az g3, S0aSHb pluusl
s US) . 0g b e sum i , 1S gl U jo s
b_Jq,o 9 L_QIAHI& AMW W] A.J),S solei_wl
solet_wl )_>9L¢u BN )9_@1_% 9 L_>_!LQJ(QRD J 91 ]
Soop |y el posge lae yiing 5o 5 0503 (500
50 Laoyzoe Giulas o g oolo )8 dmsw hiwg a0
2, S solaiwl suiy imio slaasls | Giolegjluygune

LOF WA MSe S)

W 6jlusyrgual Juloxd g dajns
FE 5l lye50 o licwls AY o Jeb Y sgito LS

BWYA 300 5l il 60yl yugaian L ehuaolj, woa S
o =io slagilwygni gl.oals aalol 31 L g 5Lel
4 OlgSse ol LU s daislia 5l Lol o, S 315 )
il 5o aS 5y S oyl @IV dsd wgoyd delinli
el o JLaS 5 plat coyguoar |y 095 sim 55 LS
00Swe Jad)los OUS juglaian o 5lass.ccwlosygho
b sbas i Jlsb Ylsoito GuSep aS s, Solal gl
23905 (jLunygual (559)8 boaid o g 4ilyg iz g0l
(BWY%)) (ol aas a lg 350 ol LT ,S00 5l .ol
8logdl o (I (spito (1145) ) 4 )Y
51005 oLl (@) ()T oo o JLCSS ((31A)
25l ) sehuaaliy o p s o lin slasl (1oege
sholys senbigeribahs auplaie cwloayyidlas
Glaciaad [0 cwaSy o e bohs L iuleS
Slie iUl o ehuasly o0y S oylal (iU s liza
R ailmgyy 5 ol bl loalss g Ly é 1 in |l
S0 s S2mb g sama|) jaglasaSatols oyl 1
Gloaluwb (uizan (ohne 0 S ewics=ilyay
oz iglad 1o s Lany S g il g plunzl 59 10
dguinaS ol SilSHgniogasa g gl el aiils
oy sasiisladuabyas oy o) 55 ol
B ol jl i8S eadlL Giola) S glal o Legas
wilsa gy Oliwl yae Guld aS sl slasySu
aSlacl Ligs o cladl b aiay 0855 S 8y Sy L
o @l .ciwl 00, S jgmnly el 80,8 5l Ll
guanb bohs jl JlebYisoito LS il amsn 5o
aS aiing lea b aiay b 0lSos S e, Sy g imie
Cwl 03, S soleiwl ( olais] (3 b Saw 5l ol
50 ol awes LIS yo (L shaae (Marzolph, 2001: 42)
ool ol a8 S eyge LS wlin hssaS Sleew
gl 4o |y glacsdly a S less o Lol woyglus 095
OiaS Jae) olalS (0l L og s ol 5l cwlaoygho
00 o) (Voo diin sohina Jac) (WA aiw sohino
bhioe 08)) 6 (W44 aiuw  shune dadly) d  shuneslS)
LOPAWYE iie) cawl 0, S oL (Y49
Sole i inlaglaopgal o sehiaoli e
dauidsS jguaian ) sogac bohs g 38l sliwl) ) yolic
solaiwl 545 g0 bghs 1 o)lye ass o gl el
slad oo a4 i (U e atein ol S

09958 Jle Lijgal dwio cole dolilad
Ferdows-honar-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

Ao




3

o3 o)l
Ve Oliunls

Dloseiys g bl Vo e LS ¢yl yo0iS se Lo Wity OUS lesil 51 S0 Slicwls bt So o aS el g
Oleadw o bgoe) czu)S e Jdlse 51aS 5oy 0 ilitwls ) il soi o)Ll el elivl (sl cslitwls au (gluopnguai A
4 bgye) sgaise JUo 159y b 59, Spelen aS a0 Vi haguad ) 0l L () g HlB)a Y i guai) g)
he2ler 0L () e | st (0g-adleasnl & 550031) a8 5 (g) e (i80S ¥ 525003V g) 299l
2903V (L) et caans 5o OIS o lage. Yl jogud )] (Lo) ety darlo 93, S 055« jaguas))
ol slacglas g cagalitie liwls Glacmas i sl 5l yoglai l dlaSyaiasgyho Jlguw o Lingi LBus b))
Oilil g lwls Glaas L bl casei s glaiciigy g o3l ,S00So Lla T bl (leil) g S o b

b aalys a sl alsl s (T slaShg o g Lz ag o slupgat sguw il leisl slaialS

by )Sise Jlje 5145 sy
5 L ol e ol | el 8 5 090 e (S daiinyi 9 95 )90 L 59y 45 il s ,0 )Ly il
Ay SO0 gl 4 paSaiis aS el saus b e (olSco el s ol jl L8 aS aas o prwl oy0 g pag | e
Srojl B ais olitwgain auly gl ol aliwgas aS oS Lo Giales @ claadw jlop0.0,,50 ) Lisls aSaslo aad g
Slamraiind e pliwgain o o5 (g0 4ol b | gl g cnlel] o) slslas 50 la i aiblag oles
st Jilse Sslony S oSl pins Lsye o bz dnnseglilg 0iSe l8le 0o & (sl o adlije (F olarliw o
Lol bz 5oy lan aSogs00ls jaiws aiglas gy meidh wlgas @ alSs aSlyi00,S56l50 glau pins jl ¢y 010055 50
@ e i Sy (sl 4S Sl o wlg3 e aiil atilo e JU Sl glaS s0gy (1ol 155 )0 (1ag S0 liwgaia jo
10185y i0le g sl Ll jo |y glqeis) (liwgaia 4o el jaiaws 4u aSil jlases Lal il aials jguas liwgaia ;o
Gladw  Joe b o

Qg0 Ay o e Satils (soyesoluw .. ]

slipols @l oL Lo S
(LJopols o e b S su' S

095 90 & L g 0y pt Sl L)
Ozl ey e S
Golgo alo e az 1giS amesS

eanline lsIise ] (JShse sl @8 0ra 5 o) Lol lacpas i g aislun joa0l, ¥ plaslin (ghoww )0 ya5u03
djb_o_l_ux,o u[_:lgo obﬁ\ Q_":l)[_lj)& el dAD I, d.mb_u S d_gLé_A:)a Oy 00l wyig ULu,u)_s dyp> .Q)j
© ladw ggwa |y (ioliws allisle J8lie sloauwyig olin sloroe Loy e nolS Jsls ailoa i (glwguns
Legao g ot duan i slab g SosS sla b ais]l solasioy e cdy b g0 50wl 00, S 510 055 cacwlgso )
ol auo)lial g el (g9 0 o Sl slg o g suiunyd bl olas culuol jo g el sasi suuiS jugnian oy LS

S Sl T acalgs e g cacwl (O 108065 slacsdd g Lo yall S cisso,0dS

Sl

59 Tl eyaly 6,25 daole sl (lazlng o0 Lles o el e (g ) loals a5 050 el sl bl abamsl oo canlgiy slail iy ¢yt yuliaal .Y
58l o 0l pog200les Sy (045 Linajw s ol ey s aS [, o) oL lasl oo erralle e J50 185 Lo LS 3]
AN QT sl 8yg0) (e060 Ll (gaz s s Lo

5050, a (3] 12 olaylS s oolst ol el aS aiogs bl o gty abels 515 G5 (o3 s (iplatis A (15 Bods (ya abli il crad
LAY alis Ll yg ) (poogs Lol [ L] dlio Lo

09958 e gl duwo cole doliliad
Ferdows-honar-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

A\



o’ - s
S5%

o5 o

VY (lials

(\”& ¥ ILS\_LQ_HZL&A) (6> ULA,A_LMJ DOy uuLA_xJ‘ :\_)::_9_,4_'5
Image 1: A Man Seeking Audience with Soleiman (Meftah al-Mulk, 1309: 35)
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Image 2: Moses’ (AS) Encounter with the Shepherd (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 80)

(0Ba385:35T0) ol b (g) Guwge l8)e liwls lacmsd (suhianlss ¥ Jgae

Table 3: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Encounter of Moses (AS) with the Shepherd” (Source: Authors)
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Image 3: Slaughtering of the Cow by the Pious Man (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 122)
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Image 4: Court of Justice in the Presence of David (AS) (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 125)
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Table 4: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “The Man Who Prayed and Sought Lawful Sustenance” (Source: Author)
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Table 4: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “The Man Who Prayed and Sought Lawful Sustenance” (Source: Author)
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Image 5: Escape of Jesus from the Fool (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 139)
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Table 5: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Escape of Jesus from the Fool” (Source: Authors)
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Table 5: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Escape of Jesus from the Fool” (Source: Authors)
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Image 6: A Person Requesting Moses to Interpret the Language of Animals (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 146)
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Table 6: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Requesting Moses (AS) to Interpret the Language of Animals” (Source: Authors)
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Table 6: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Requesting Moses (AS) to Interpret the Language of Animals” (Source: Authors)
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Image 7: The Lost of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 172)
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Table 7: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “The Lost of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)” (Source: Authors)
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Image 8: The Hospitality of Dishelievers in the Service of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 198)
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Table 8: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “The Hospitality of Disbelievers in the Service of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH)” (Source: Authors)
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