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Abstract

Problem Statement: Folklore is the most significant part of the culture of any nation. In
Iran, lithographed books have occupied a substantial volume of this literary genre. The
introduction of lithographic printing to Iran during the Qajar era (1249 AH) allowed for
the production of manuscripts at a lower cost than metal-type printing. Additionally,
gilding and design in books printed this way became possible. With the addition of images
to the texts of lithographed books, even the semi-literate and illiterate could access the
themes of the stories. Given this context, the following questions arise: 1. What impact did
the introduction of lithographic printing to Iran have on popular culture, literature, and
the illustration of books during the Qajar period? 2. What pretexts and influential factors
affected the illustrator of the lithographed version of Delle Mokhtar in creating the final
text (illustration)? It appears that in the process of forming and creating the illustrations
of the studied version, the artist was largely influenced by the pretext (the narrative of the
story) and other factors such as cultural and social influences and artistic developments
of the time. Moreover, the introduction of lithographic printing in Iran contributed to
the growth of popular literature and storytelling. In evolutionary criticism, the final text
(illustration) is the result of the evolution process of the pretext and is the most critical part
of the study, culminating in the final text being made available to the audience. Therefore,
the aim of this research, based on evolutionary criticism, is to examine the effective
pretexts and paratexts in the final text of this version to determine how social, political,
and cultural conditions, etc., influenced the illustration of this version and from what
themes and subjects the artist drew inspiration for illustration. It is crucial to note that the
importance of addressing topics such as narrative illustration in lithographed books lies in
examining the creation process of images in this version of popular stories that have not



been previously studied, revealing what factors
influenced their creation and to what extent the
images align with and adhere to the written text.
Additionally, it explores how political, social, and
cultural conditions and artistic transformations
during the Qajar period affected the creation of
these illustrations.

Research Objective: To examine the evolutionary
process, formation, and creation of the illustrations
in the mentioned edition, analyzing the influential
factors and norms (paratexts). This includes
investigating the extent to which the artist was
influenced by the pretext of the images (the
narrative text) and how these factors impacted the
formation and creation of the illustrations.
Research Question: What are the stages of
formation and creation of the illustrations in the
lithographed book "Delle Mokhtar" (1330 AH)
based on the approach of evolutionary criticism
and the specific imagery related to the written
pretext (narratives)?

Methodology: This research employs a descriptive-
analytical approach, utilizing qualitative methods
and library and archival resources to examine
the influence of the primary pretext (narrative)
on the studied samples (23 illustrations from the
lithographed book Delle Mokhtar, 1330 AH) as
the final text through the lens of evolutionary
criticism.

Conclusion: Folklore, as one of the most important
and prominent literary genres, especially in
understanding the culture and identity of a
country, holds significant value. This type
of literature encapsulates a treasure trove of
experiences and emotions of a community and
fosters a deep connection between generations
while preserving cultural heritage. In this context,
the illustrations in the lithographed book Delle
Mokhtar, preserved in the library of the Astan
(Quds Razavi since 1330 AH, showcase popular
stories from the late Qajar period and reflect the
artist's effort in depicting these narratives.
Thus, analyzing and examining these illustrations
from the perspective of evolutionary criticism,
with a close look at the story text and its influence
on the formation of images, and as the most
critical pretext, is particularly important. The
results from the evolution of the images can be
summarized as follows: 1. A relative correlation
between the story text and the images, indicating

harmony between the narrative and its visual
representation. 2. Symmetrical composition
based on the arrangement and combination of
figures, which imparts a specific visual order and
aesthetics to the works. 3. Representation of the
emotional and psychological states of characters
through their faces and bodies, corresponding
with the narrative text. 4. Influence from Western
naturalism in depicting human and animal
figures, as well as decorative motifs, reflecting new
perspectives in illustration art of that period. 5.
Influence from social norms and clothing designs
based on individuals' social status, revealing
distinct differences in attire according to various
social classes. 6. Influence from cultural norms
and the design of clothing and jewelry in both
inner and outer home environments, where each
of these reflects the specific culture and thoughts
of the people at that time. 7. The absence of
detailed spatial setups, may indicate the artist's
approach to simplicity and clarity in images.

Overall, examining the evolutionary trajectory
of these images shows that the story text has a
significant and primary impact on the creation
and formation of the illustrations, and the artist
did not employ any visual elements arbitrarily or
based on personal imagination. Instead, all image
elements were created about the narrative text and
were influenced by cultural, political, and social
norms, and the lived experiences of people during
that era. Most elements, especially the emotional
states of the characters, which are considered the
main pretext of the images, were shaped under the
influence of the narrative text. Customs, religious
beliefs, superstitions, and daily life during that
period served as the most important factors in
creating the various details of the images, which
are not explicitly mentioned in the stories. This
aspect of the artistic work clearly illustrates the
deep connection between folklore culture and

society.
Keywords: [llustration, Lithography, Delle
Mokhtar, Evolutionary  Criticism

Table 1: Specifications of the Lithographed Book
"Delle and Mokhtar," 1330 AH (Source: Authors)
Figure 1: The caravanserai Woman with a Delle
(Anonymous, 1330: 2)

Figure 2: The First Encounter of Delle with
Mokhtar (Anonymous, 1330: 3)

Figure 3: The Beverage Seller with Mokhtar
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(Anonymous, 1330: 4)

Figure 4: The Arrival of the Horseman and the
Swordsmith at the Goldsmith's Shop (Anonymous,
1330: 6)

Figure 5: Mokhtar Tied by the Horseman and
Meeting the Horseman's Wife (Anonymous, 1330:
7)

Figure 6: Mokhtar Carrying the Chest on His
Shoulder (Anonymous, 1330: 9)

Figure 7: Mokhtar Being Executed by the King
(Anonymous, 1330: 9)

Figure 8: Delle with the Lady (Anonymous, 1330:
10)

Figure 9: Delle with the Young Money Changer
(Anonymous, 1330: 11)

Figure 10: The Money Changer Undressing with
the Lady (Anonymous, 1330: 12)

Figure 11: Delle and Zobeida Khatoon (Anonymous,
1330:13)

Figure 12: The Group Bringing the Bound Money
Changer to the Shahrbn (Anonymous, 1330: 16)
Figure 13: The Gathering of People around the
Butcher (Anonymous, 1330: 17)

Figure 14: The Tooth Extraction of the masseur
by the Tooth Puller and Delle's Observation
(Anonymous, 1330: 19)

Figure 15: Delle with the Blind Man and the
Gathering of People Around Them (Anonymous,
1330: 21)

Figure 16: The Blind Man with Delle's Daughters
(Anonymous, 1330: 22)

Figure 17: The Blind Man, the Money Changer,
Delle, and His Servant (Anonymous, 1330: 24)
Figure 18: Delle and the Jeweler's Son (Anonymous,
1330:25)

Figure 19: Abu Nawas with Delle (Anonymous,
1330: 27)

Figure 20: Delle Riding on an Elephant with Girls
and Servants in Front (Anonymous, 1330: 28)
Figure 21: The Naked Man and the Women
Around Him (Anonymous, 1330: 30)
Figure 22: The Carrying of Delle (Anonymous,
1330: 34)

Figure 23: The Khorasani Man Carrying Delle on
His Shoulders (Anonymous, 1330: 36)
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Figure 1: The caravanserai Woman with a Delle (Anonymous, 1330:
2)
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Figure 3: The Beverage Seller with Mokhtar (Anonymous, 1330: 4)

(\”:\Vwokwuﬁbt\))t&aba.b)‘_\gg L),\JQ‘Y)J&AAJ

Figure 2: The First Encounter of Delle with Mokhtar (Anonymous,
1330: 3)
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Figure 4: The Arrival of the Horseman and the Swordsmith at the
Goldsmith’s Shop (Anonymous, 1330: 6)
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Figure 6: Mokhtar Carrying the Chest on His Shoulder (Anonymous,
1330: 9)
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Figure 5: Mokhtar Tied by the Horseman and Meeting the Horseman’s
Wife (Anonymous, 1330: 7)
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Figure 7: Mokhtar Being Executed by the King (Anonymous, 1330: 9)
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Figure 9: Delle with the Young Money Changer (Anonymous, 1330:
1)
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Figure 8: Delle with the Lady (Anonymous, 1330: 10)
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Figure 11: Delle and Zobeida Khatoon (Anonymous, 1330: 13)
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Figure 10: The Money Changer Undressing with the Lady
(Anonymous, 1330: 12)
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Figure 12: The Group Bringing the Bound Money Changer to the
Shahrbn (Anonymous, 1330: 16)
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Figure 13: The Gathering of People around the Butcher (Anonymous,
1330: 17)
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Around Them (Anonymous, 1330: 21)
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Figure 17: The Blind Man, the Money Changer, Delle, and His Servant
(Anonymous, 1330: 24)
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22)
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Figure 18: Delle and the Jeweler’s Son (Anonymous, 1330: 25)
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Figure 20: Delle Riding on an Elephant with Girls and Servants in
Front (Anonymous, 1330: 28)
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Figure 19: Abu Nawas with Delle (Anonymous, 1330: 27)
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Figure 22: The Carrying of Delle (Anonymous, 1330: 34)
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Figure 21: The Naked Man and the Women Around Him (Anonymous,
1330: 30)
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Figure 23: The Khorasani Man Carrying Delle on His Shoulders (Anonymous, 1330: 36
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