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Abstract

Problem Statement: During the early years of Islamic civilization, Muhammad bin
Mahmoud Kamuni Qazvini wrote in Arabic about the wonders of creation and the
mysteries of existence in the 7th century AH. Qazvini’s book, “Wonders of Creatures,«
holds significant importance among works exploring the wonders of the Islamic period.
Scholars have grappled with the origins and reasons behind the illustrations found in this
book, which depict strange and marvelous creatures deeply rooted in ancient beliefs. These
depictions have given rise to captivating folktales accompanied by peculiar illustrations.
The book “Ajaib al-Makhlugat wa Ghraib al-Mawsatiyat” was written by Zakaria bin
Muhammad bin Mahmud Ansari from the Qazvini community. This book existed
in several Persian and Arabic versions, emerging in the years following the Mongols’
conquest of Baghdad in 656 AH/1258 AD. Over the centuries, numerous copies were
produced, making it the most popular natural history encyclopedia of the Islamic Middle
Ages. When reproducing (Qazvini’s works, comprehensive diagrams and images often
accompanied them.

The manuscript consists of a preface and ten main sections, concluding with a chapter
dedicated to extraordinary creatures. One such illustrated Arabic version of the manuscript
is housed in the French Bordeaux library, labeled as 113. This particular book contains
various chapters and numerous pictures depicting natural and strange subjects, as
presented by Qazvini. Qazvini begins by describing the celestial realm, time, and the
calendar. He then delves into the Earth, the four elements, weather, rivers, and natural
phenomena. The middle part focuses on natural materials, while the final part recounts
and describes extraordinary creatures, including multi-organ humans. These phenomenal
beings possess unique concepts, abilities, or attributes.



Within the collection of extraordinary phenomena,
there exists a category of creatures often referred to
as hybrid creatures. These beings exhibit peculiar
appearances, involving combinations of humans
and animals or various animals themselves.
These strange creatures represent a group of
entities that cannot be explained from a natural
perspective or within the ordinary workings of
the world. They encompass various types and
manifestations found across cultures worldwide.
Objective: The aim of this research is to investigate
the mythological origins of the creatures known as
“multi-organisms” by utilizing Crozer’s allegorical
mythology method. The study follows the five steps
outlined in this method. These creatures include
instances of beings with multiplied body parts,
rooted in mythological traditions. Understanding
these creatures requires considering the broader
mythological context.

Throughout the intellectual development of early
humans, they became aware of the symbolic
significance of body parts within mythological
cultures. As a result, they created beings with
multiplied and repeated body parts, endowing
them with extraordinary abilities. These
creatures possess features like multiple eyes,
hands, or bodies, each granting special powers
to their owners. By wielding these infinite
powers, the creatures establish a foundation for
achieving human peace, perpetually facing the
inherent danger of being perceived as primitive
or psychological.

Research  Question:The primary  question
addressed in this research is the mythological
origins of the multi-organ creatures depicted in
Qazvini’'s “Wonders of Creatures” book.
Research Method:This study adopts a descriptive-
analytical method, categorizing it as basic
research. For instance, three images portraying
humans with multiple hands, legs, heads, and
bodies have been selected from the final section of
Qazvini’s work. Identifying the exact spatial and
temporal roots of the creation of multi-membered
creatures proves challenging due to the shared
customs and motifs prevalent in ancient societies.
The influence and impressions left by different
countries on Iran undoubtedly impacted the
artistic representation of such mythical creatures.
Conclusion: Since the beginning of time, humans
have sought facilities and conditions to guide their

searching souls toward truth while protecting
their vulnerable bodies. Fears, shortcomings, and
hopes drive them to contemplate the world around
them, striving to fulfill the deepest desires of
their hearts — finding peace and enlightenment
through intellectual achievements. In this pursuit,
creativity and contemplation converge, giving
rise to a vast mythological realm where symbols
emerge, empowering individuals to lead better
lives with goals aligned with continuous growth.
Various elements, such as people, places, objects,
mythical materials, and notably multi-membered
creatures, adorn this mythological realm,
equipping the human psyche with the capacity to
navigate the complex path of communication with
the environment. Simultaneously, they assist in
the process of personal growth and understanding
as genuine, questioning beings. This research
offers a logical and robust exploration of these
themes.

Keywords: strange creatures, multi-limbed
humans, allegorical mythology, multi-headed,
multilegged,  multi-handed
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