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Abstract

Problem Statement: The rich heritage of Persian literature has been transmitted to current
generations through manuscripts. The art of language and writing, along with the
decoration and illustration of books, has continually evolved and expanded throughout
the tumultuous history of this land. In Iranian history, the epics of heroes and champions,
both in ancient myths and in historical events, have played a significant role. These epics
serve as narrators of Iranian history, culture, and rituals, depicting the courageous deeds,
battles, joys, and sorrows of men who embody remarkable human qualities.

Lyric poetry is also considered one of the most influential and widely appreciated genres
of Persian literature. Its longevity and breadth are such that it is nearly impossible to find
any literary text that is not infused with elements of lyricism. This genre expresses the
personal emotions and feelings of the poet, addressing themes such as love, friendship,
and human suffering. A distinguishing characteristic of this type of literature is the
predominance of emotional and sentimental elements over other poetic aspects; the deeper
the poet's emotions and the more delicate their feelings, the more impactful and appealing
their words become. As the oldest and purest form of literature, lyric poetry possesses a
more prominent poetic quality and is recognized for its rich imagination.

Moreover, clothing, much like art, is recognized as a symbol of the personality and
cultural identity of each nation and community, reflecting adherence to customs and a
desire for cultural independence. From the dawn of history, art has served humanity and
has been linked to both the inner and outer worlds of individuals. Clothing, as the closest
element to the human body, has had a significant influence on art and culture while
also being influenced by them. The type of attire not only signifies cultural identity but
also represents the historical experiences and thoughts of different communities (Wilcox,
2012, p. 5). Analyzing the history of clothing without considering the civilization, social
history, and beliefs of humanity is not feasible. Thus, it is essential to take a look at the
political and social history of humans to understand the transformations in the clothing
of the Iranian people.

During the Buyid period, the flourishing production of silk textiles transformed fabrics



into valuable commodities in Iran. Written
records and archaeological evidence indicate that
during this time, silk fabrics were woven with
decorations featuring animal and plant motifs as
well as Kufic inscriptions (Zarei Khalili, 2020).
Generally, the 4th century AH (10th century
CE) is recognized as one of the most significant
periods of social and cultural transformations in
Iranian history. This era of Islamic history holds
a special place, particularly among historical
research (Mousavi Bejnordi, 1995, pp. 639-640).
They were the first government to fulfill the
aspirations of many Iranian princes and gain
control over the Abbasid Caliphate. The Buyid
period is considered one of the most important
eras in the foundational structure of Iranian-
Islamic civilization, with some viewing it as part
of the "Islamic Renaissance."

In this research, we will first collect textiles from
the Buyid period, and then, with an emphasis
on epic and lyric themes, categorize the images
and examine the structural characteristics
of the garments depicted. A comprehensive
reconstruction of this period is a challenging task
that requires mastery of various fields; however,
understanding the diverse themes that have been
passed down to us from the past is a crucial step
in this endeavor.

Research Methodology: [n this study, data
analysis was conducted qualitatively. To achieve
the main indicators of the research, data, and
information related to the attire of the Buyid period
were collected from various sources, including
books, academic articles, and illustrations. After
gathering the data, key components and concepts
were identified and categorized. This process
involved recognizing the characteristics and
capabilities of each element, which contributed
to a deeper understanding of the subject. Based
on the categorizations, tables were designed
to systematically present the features and
components of the garments, which served as
tools for qualitative data analysis. The images
of the garments from the Buyid period were also
included in these tables and analyzed, focusing
on the epic and lyrical themes in the design and
motifs of the clothing. Following the categorization
and organization of the data, the collected
information was evaluated, with efforts made to
uncover unknowns and thoroughly examine the

objectives and questions of the research. This
methodology allows for a comprehensive and in-
depth exploration of the epic and lyrical themes in
the garments illustrated in Islamic art, as well as
the analysis of the interconnections between art,
literature, and culture.

Conclusion: One of the most valuable ancient
arts of the Iranians is weaving, which employs a
variety of decorative themes. All remaining textiles
from the Buyid and Seljuk periods reflect artists'
mastery at that time in expressing their thoughts
and ideas. Silk textiles are significant evidence
of the thriving weaving industry in design and
fabric production. Skilled weavers of these textiles
demonstrated a profound understanding of
various subjects and exhibited great skill in using
weaving techniques. The motifs of these silk
textiles highlight the importance of symbols in
artistic works. The presence of decorative elements
within geometric and circular frames, as well as
the use of motifs depicting mythical creatures and
animals, are notable characteristics of Sassanian
art that can also be observed in these works.
Various human forms, real or imaginary, are
identifiable in these weavings. For example,
there are creatures such as lions with human
heads, as well as human motifs with narrative
themes present in the fabrics. Artists aimed to
convey specific objectives through these motifs;
in many textiles, images resembling paintings
depict various scenes in great detail. These works
employ diverse visual systems. Some decorative
elements of these textiles carry spiritual and
symbolic meanings, with animals and humans
arranged harmoniously. In the collection of
works, three images of human motifs on textiles
were examined, prominently featuring male
figures. The images obtained, which mostly
depict scenes of banquets, battles, and hunts,
have been executed using various techniques.
The decorations in these works possess symbolic
meanings and are not merely decorative; rather,
they are harmonized with the overall structure.
Generally, the primary motifs used are geometric,
including circular, oblique, triangular, and cubic
lines depicted on the surface of the garments.
The human figures dominate the composition
and are often used in circular, triangular, and
symmetrical arrangements, expressed in a rigid
and emotionless manner, reflecting narratives
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from the Shahnameh (such as the story of
Zahhak). The prevailing theme is epic, derived
from concepts such as objectivity, authority,
and simplicity, with hyperbole and exaggeration
being other notable characteristics. Moreover, the
elements of stability, strength, and a primitive,
harsh quality are evident throughout
Keywords: Buyid, Epic Themes, Lyric Themes,
Garments
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Table 2. Figure 2 - Textile with Human Motif
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