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Abstract

Problem Statement: Belonging to the third place and the formation of sociable spaces in
contemporary collective environments is an appropriate response to the shrinking living
space of today's people. These spaces play a crucial role in strengthening social interactions
and enhancing urban vitality, and their design should be tailored to meet the communication
needs of individuals in society (Asgari, 1402: 135).

One of the most common examples of the third place in everyday life is coffee shops;
spaces where people take refuge for rest, conversation, socialization, and spending free
time (Rahmani and Rafipour, 1400: 141). In recent years, the acceptance of coffee shops
has increased significantly, and, as a result, their number has also grown significantly
(Mojtabawi and Nahdali, 1400: 83).

Given their growing role, coffee shops must be designed to foster social interaction by
prioritizing features like view, furniture, capacity, location, and cozy spaces. Many coffee
shops, however, fall short in implementing these principles, limiting their ability to attract
and retain users, and undermining their purpose as vital social spaces.

Environmental factorsin coffeeshopsaredirectly related tocomponents suchasconcentration,
comfort, interaction, and furniture arrangement. Achieving these characteristics requires
attention to the "spectrum of solitude" because solitude is one of the key elements in
designing effective spaces for the presence and productivity of users. Humans sometimes
need to be in a group and sometimes need solitude; therefore, "solitude" is a dynamic and
variable concept that includes "individual solitude" and "collective solitude" at both ends
of its spectrum (Khameneh, 2017: 33).

Elements such as color, vision, lighting, and furniture are effective in creating a sense
of privacy in coffee shops. Among these, furniture plays a decisive role and can create
individual or collective privacy. However, in many cases, the importance of furniture
design in coffee shops is not given enough attention. This is despite the fact that furniture
plays a fundamental role in defining the interior space and, more than any other element,
helps to instill a sense of comfort and habitability in the space (Mousavi et al., 2010: 148).
Objectives: * Analyzing the components of the privacy spectrum in the interior space of
two-story and black square coffee shops in Mashhad.

» Examining the characteristics of the shape and arrangement of furniture in each of the



case studies.

» Comparative comparison of the effect of the
shape and arrangement of furniture on promoting
a sense of privacy in two selected coffee shops.
Questions:

* How and in which part of the plan does the
spectrum of solitude appear in the two-story and
black square coffee shops?

» What are the characteristics of the shape and
arrangement of furniture in each of these two
coffee shops?

» What are the differences and similarities in the
shape and arrangement of furniture in the two case
studies in terms of their impact on the sense of
solitude?

Research Method: This research is qualitative
and was conducted with a comparative case study
approach. The data collection process was carried
out in three main stages:

Stage one — Documentary and library collection
Stage two — Field collection

Stage three — Data analysis

Conclusion: The results of this study, based on
field analysis, direct observations, data from
interviews, and thematic analysis, show that
the components of the privacy spectrum in the
interior of coffee shops are significantly linked
to the shape and arrangement of furniture and are
spatially represented through them. Focusing on
two case studies of “Bisoli” and “Black Square”
in Mashhad, this study examined three levels of
analysis, which are explained in response to three
research objectives and questions, respectively:
The analysis of the components of the privacy
spectrum showed that privacy is not a one-
dimensional concept and can be traced in space as
a spectrum from individual privacy to collective
privacy. In the “Dusoli” coffee shop, individual
privacy is mainly expressed in closed spaces,
especially corners and nooks equipped with single
and double furniture and soft lighting. Appropriate
spacing and visual boundaries have enhanced the
feeling of stillness and concentration. In contrast,
collective privacy in the open and semi-open space
has enabled the formation of limited interactions
in small groups through the arrangement of four-
person and group tables.

In the “Black Square” coffee shop, the spatial
structure is designed based on high interactivity
and fluidity in functional boundaries. In this space,

collective privacy has a more prominent place,
and a kind of collaborative privacy is defined
through group furniture with curved and modular
forms, combined with warm materials and natural
light. Individual privacy is only discernible in
some marginal points of the plan — such as the
two-person tables by the window — and not as a
dominant structure.

A careful analysis of the shape and arrangement
of the furniture in both examples (according to
the analytical tables) showed that in “Dusoli”,
conventional, more formal, and legible forms
with a regular arrangement have been used to
create independent and territory-oriented spaces.
The backless forms, the knotted fabrics, and the
geometric structure of the arrangement have
provided a hierarchical and calm spatial structure.
In contrast, in “Black Square”, the free and
asymmetrical forms, semicircular tables, wooden
materials, and warm textures with a fluid and
sometimes nonlinear arrangement have caused
users to feel liberated, free to choose the space, and
closer psychologically. Although this arrangement
challenges the classical order, it has also created
a high capacity for social interactions and the
experience of collective solitude.

A comparison between the two examples showed
that the shape and arrangement of furniture not
only determine the functional boundaries of the
space, but also play a fundamental role in the users'
psychological perception of privacy. In "Dusoli",
the form and arrangement helped to create distinct
territories and individual privacy, while in "Black
Square”, the spatial structure is organized to
enhance collective privacy and the experience of
social intimacy.

Keywords: Third Place; Coffee Shop; Privacy
Spectrum; Individual Privacy; Collective Privacy;
Dosoli Coffee Shop; Black Square Coffee Shop
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Diagram 2: Privacy Spectrum (Source: Mojtabavi & Rezaei

Heshmatabadi,  2025)
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Figure 2: Architectural Plan of Dosouli Café (Source: SAM

Architecture Group Archive, Scale: 1:300)
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Diagram 5: Impact of Furniture Form on Privacy Spectrum (Source:
Mojtabavi & Rezaei Heshmatabadi, 2025)
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Figure 1: Hierarchy of Spatial Location in Dosouli Café (Source:
Authors)
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Figures 3, 4, 5: Interior Space of Dosouli Café (Source: Rezaei
Heshmatabadi, 2024)
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Figure 6: Hierarchy of Spatial Location in Black Square Café (Source:
Authors)
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Table 2: Analysis of Privacy Spectrum Components (Source: Authors)
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Figures 8, 9, 10: Interior Space of Black Square Café (Source: Rezaei
Heshmatabadi, 2024)
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Diagram 9: Comparative Analysis of the Impact of Furniture Form

and Arrangement on Privacy Sense (Source: MAX(QODA Software
Output, Authors
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Table 3: Analysis of Furniture Form and Arrangement (Source:

Authors)
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ol @130 QLSS g QLSS ddlge
aslsl 50 ez Dgls | Cuglsl 55 63,8 gl o=k 3554
$58 g GRAZ e
& 5o 5 O3 0ABJRS 9 39450 ezl Jolss ¢ 99
oh=ie 5 B Sawy 9 Sl Olodeo )8
55 9 Jlw Llss 5 lyedlule lad Hls
Cunno do)S 05w cgials] 0Ll ue 4,25

B BT b 45 uas e glois Lol ool

b L)) 9 ey 50 S i Qlebws Gleuuz 5
Oz 3l Lo ols B, das ages glalad jo Oyl
S 51 0yl Shdl o agdius bLSI S8l Jdos
IS S el 00l Qi 3 il ly 3y olisd slasSl 5
kS 3 B3 S s S5 il S L Olel



b slotz] dalsd 5 Csanno LayS (STl Ololse 5 33T
WO le Shyol dS sade Glid ;al (ol .ul6d)S JPdiws
Sodmzrg Jols Gz dSL (S 328 p-8 Jol> 8845
3 yd GlyLADI 5 0l alad 5Ly (o lb el

Ogls Cab 4S5 uade OLES iesdy ol @ semme O
b lize LAY 5o 4 S Sl 00081yl 5 ygome Lad gloaswy
slite sLacuasS Olew ootz 5 JSs I ;S (M
S=be

o3) Oladuz 5 (S5 28l py3) USi - a351 Olodse
ol B 5> 60 S s Lole (Gl Salols g 5
2930 Dl 4o (e ez 5 60,8 phw yd dm Oy s

L 60,8 Oglor o Rl (Jowsd cdigd 99 dunlie o
355095 L ez Osden s olew g pe 9 cmlad UNEL)
Alodgs 1S eie «(lalss

ssmeld] ik s mlie dBlgie Laddl o
Lo ls S0 )5 )0 B39 G- egas doss slolad
1S =lr 0,8 8 Saed glalad 5 Laols 488
L5yl 9 Oyl du e Sy (Do ds Ca b 3 380 Cslis
Dlwp Sy CogSw ChS

REA &le

B b g Ol dgin Bedsl9d) (Cunwl (s
LSI 528 Olhlia! «lgs BT 995 9 Slym oy daz 3
Ohlis) (083 a9k &= (V1) dws (awl
Syl dsousl

=0 9 60 (I¥A9) Horw (gdde Ldyuess (gddo
OLS Gyl :o)g3 .10 OgwlysSs 30 Oleda glal
BRI

S3dm 9 p20 O] Golldlez (Sl (03T (s
Ol L CodS Syl g3l g (VF+Y) S e
Ol audat duslie 160)9w dxllhe) (lad gune,Sy )

0,393 5 0, ST Olokse Ly 45 logS 5 laaasS
w48l 09 6 Wlodw b 3 uped Hﬁln 8ilo98 9
orlws] Caghs Seel g par Gh)p 5 cwlin §)I0Sdlold
SLad o ez Ogds (olie 5o . Cowl 04 d 35,8 5 (55w
(2355 5 0y ahlaz Glare Oladuz 3,b 3l Jades 9 5L
OSes ) SzsS gloges 53 d9dme UMl =d (5, SIS
) dislw

= e mldd sl ol g e QLSS 5o
oud b 69, Sas slo) e 50 Cdliw 9 YL G mdydalss
sy ;3380), oK0le (maz Wgds Lad ol 5o .l
NVods 9 iome glopd L 05,5 slalele G2,k 3l s
Gl Ol e (mub 595 5 S JLfe L oS 5o
Slaale L 5y 50 Lo 63,8 Oals Caul 60 iy =5
Gl pau i3 LB — 0y 2y HLS 6, 8395 glojw wile - M
e Hlislw Olgseds 4 g

dosd 95 o 53 Ololws Olodz 9 ISd 385 Jl=s
3 e Jg—wgdr 1 S ol Hlid (Hudss Jglis L (3olas)
Cgz o-hae Glodez L Ulgz 5 Sy «dylzie sl
Cw) 00s 00wl yg-oe 9, ol 9 JBLwn gloalad Colw
Qledsz wdin Hlsle 5 0g5 gloadayl Glo iy slop,d
el 03, S o al8 )] 5 hedludw gllad sl

OHLELL 9 2T slaps woliw mayer 30 Jolies
Oladiz L 0,5 slacsl 5 sz Lo 0,ldess slaje
=2l pelws] Oy L5 00w (as 8 o 5 Jlw
Bl Bl GREen ooy Sedp 5 dad wlsas) yd @l
Lal S pidlr 4o |y SeadlS o 15 a2 ST Oladuz o
dy28 9 sloiz] Ml gl b Cd)b Jloieyd
Lwl 00, S 3s L =es Ggls

9 JSs 4 S by Ylio d g6 90 Olw —dudat dwolda
O |y Lad 50, Shos glajpe b 8345 Jlob e Slovus
S Ol)8 ley Shdl 5wl —ids 4 S (S0
G o Olodiz 9 £33 «Jowgdr 3 alie Ll Dl
4SS Iy (l00,S SaS (63,8 Gig s 9 pas i glog,eld
5 ez Os s sl ¢l (2lad Hls b colew za e 53
el 4BLOl) L sloiz] Cmno a8

£oL8 Glmyl5 aS sl glis 30 Ladislas Sl Jdsss
(mlad o5 ghls slaplus L dgzlses 50 (w5 puiz )
S Og s wlws] (g par Ghuimw 5 dwdda $310)9
slaglons dlie 58 a100,S Uily S Giiw 354 9

b adle b sdduia_susledalilad
Ferdows-honar-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

Yy



VAB-Y++ Yoylods V=039 3luly a8 9 Goloms dnlilad .(,4—iae 5 0aSd slayy gl o
dhigbis) glalas )o Y8w au @ l=3 Giohdl Coge Ol L Ohlezs 03 $o-S) gawglin .(VF+Y) e (g5 ws
5 Soloms dalilad (O3 0t Syaiv 3 QLS 5 Jos)y gtz 93 GloOhgiwy B gabgos 18350 gasllhs) giled

WWO-VFF FYosladcV & 0390 a0l &)low,gd

Sl Bl 53 OF G dslllas 15l Ol larCoun 50 O 38 sSg § Ggls pggde .(1WF) .6l o3l) dinls
Fao)ledd Foyg o, s gL b nid .Sl Oy d0ls 9 (ydo JBlo

lime baolgy plLISS 5o —iauwilil) He—smpdo Y8 dnlie do QLEGAE (VP +) coumw 9 ®28) 9 p—20 (Db
WVAEY Foled FY0y98 (83,08 wliddsals dollad (QLESE

‘ dolilad. C iy RIS slalas 18d)9— 4—13-6‘) U_DLNP| Cnl Gyly-8y 50 po—w sl yKs g -x) .(VF-Y) NPT ‘)—QL:JL’JS

YI-VO FO olo (eloix] gLdlme gloingh
16050 dgk) \:)l_wusls 30 33 pue 6LESH) o 1358 IIB Jslge o dos L(VFe ) yoew (0SU g O (Soiza
AY-V o+ Yosleds Foygo (Sludl Jaslyy 9 Lélss dalilad (g9 ul_&usls

5 Ladils 50 S S 5 Golems Olode Jals 09d (W) .S 03025 5 Glsius diaygy $0,4bao (Ggwge
VEV-AVY Yosleds VY 0390 «Blodl 9 jo wliddmol> dalilad (0,43 ;45 9 5LaB 0y90 0 0SB L) Ol Giiw slagls
ool slad 31 Olacey)S Cold) yo Ogls @I Joalge (il Gy .(VF+Y) Lo QL= 9 oo )] (o illdles oo
FV-VA O o)losis F 0)95 < spinylome dalikiad .(oLiile,S Gliwl (wdige plLS 153)90 dslas)

Oles Olsdlas (s ls pus LahI )3 Olalows Lotz 5 IS ;36 (VF++) LB o] Cantio 5Ld) @ yn «So—sizeo
0)lod 090 (Sl psle 5 s lad,y

SN dsle &be
Altman, I. (1975). The Environment and Social Behavior: Privacy, Personal Space, Territory, and
Crowding. Monterey, CA: Brooks/Cole.
Gifford, R. (2007). Environmental Psychology: Principles and Practice. Optimal Books.
Hall, E. T. (1966). The hidden dimension. Garden City, NY: Doubleday.
Johnson, P. (1974). The theory of urban design. New York, NY: Harper & Row.
Lang, J. (1987). Creating architectural theory: The role of the behavioral sciences in environmental
design. New York, NY: Van Nostrand Reinhold.
McLane, Y., & Pable, J. (2020). Architectural design characteristics, uses, and perceptions of community
spaces in permanent supportive housing. Journal of Interior Design, 45(4), 1-22. https://www.academia.
edu/108843988
Oldenburg, R. (1999). The Great Good Place: Cafés, Coffee Shops, Bookstores, Bars, Hair Salons and
Other Hangouts at the Heart of a Community. New York: Marlowe & Company.
Postell, J. (2012). Furniture design. Wiley.
Wee, B., Mohd Noor, M. Z., & Ma'rof, A. A. (2024). Designing Introvert-Friendly Public Spaces in Malaysia.
International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences, 14(12), 824-83https://doi.
org/10.6007/1JARBSS/v14-i12/24027

©Authors, Published by Ferdows-e-honar journal. This is an open-access paper distributed under the
CC BY (license http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

et adle i salduba_gualedalilad @ @

Fdows ot ol i B
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

Yy



