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Abstract

Problem Statement: Cinema, as one of the most influential cultural media of the
contemporary era, has consistently served a function extending beyond mere entertainment,
providing a medium through which profound philosophical, social, and human concerns
can be articulated and represented. Many fundamental questions concerning the fate of
humanity and its relationship with power, technology, and society have been addressed
through cinematic narratives and conveyed to broad audiences worldwide through image
and storytelling. Within this context, the science-fiction genre, owing to its speculative
and future-oriented nature, provides a particularly suitable framework for addressing and
examining such concerns. By constructing hypothetical and future-oriented worlds, the
genre creates a space in which humanity’s intellectual and philosophical concerns regarding
the trajectory of civilization can be reconsidered through artistic narratives.

One of the most significant concepts extensively addressed in science-fiction works
is the question of utopia and dystopia. In recent decades, science-fiction cinema has
increasingly engaged with the representation of such conditions. Within these works,
issues including the dominance of advanced technologies, the expansion of surveillance
systems, environmental crises, virtual identities, and economic divisions are presented
as factors capable of contributing to the emergence of dystopian societies. Despite the
diversity of these narratives, many share a common feature: they depict a process in which
the initial aspirations to create a better society gradually give rise to unintended and, at
times, catastrophic consequences. Accordingly, the central problem of this research is to
examine and analyze the factors that contribute to the formation of dystopias in cinematic
representations of science fiction. In other words, the study seeks to demonstrate how
elements such as uneven technological development, economic and ideological structures,
environmental crises, and transformations of identity in the contemporary world are
represented through cinematic narratives and ultimately contribute to the creation of
dystopian worlds. Examining this issue can contribute to a deeper understanding of the
relationship between cinematic imagination and humanity’s actual concerns regarding the
future of civilization.

Philosophical concepts in cinema have not been confined to particular geographical or



national boundaries. Rather, they have emerged
and expanded across different countries,
influencing the cultures and beliefs represented
in contemporary world cinema and attracting vast
audiences. These concepts not only reflect human
aspirations and anxieties concerning the future of
societies but can also function as instruments for
criticizing the social, political, and technological
conditions of their time. Many science-fiction
films, by portraying hypothetical futures,
explore the potential consequences of scientific
advancement, the expansion of political power, or
economic transformations, thereby encouraging
audiences to reflect upon the fate of humanity in
the modern world. The study of such works can
therefore contribute to a better understanding of
the relationship between artistic imagination and
the actual concerns of society.

In this regard, science fiction constitutes an
appropriate medium. By addressing philosophical
issues such as utopia and dystopia, it simultaneously
provides entertainment and contributes to the
expansion of awareness and knowledge. From
this perspective, the genre merits particular
consideration and  possesses  considerable
significance. It should also be noted that, in
addition to its cultural, psychological, social,
political, and ideological effects, science fiction
has contributed to the economic development of
this medium and to the substantial flourishing of
cinema as an art and industry.

Research Objective

The objective of this study is to examine and
analyze the factors influencing the transformation
of contemporary science-fiction cinematic
narratives from utopian conditions into dystopian
ones and to identify the components that shape this
transformation.

Research Question

What factors cause contemporary science-fiction
cinematic narratives to begin with a utopian
condition and gradually culminate in a dystopian,
oppressive, and crisis-ridden world?

Research Method

This study adopts a qualitative research approach
based on interpretive content analysis, with the
aim of identifying and explaining the factors
underlying the formation of dystopia in science-
fiction cinema. The research data were collected
through a review of library-based sources,

including books, scholarly articles, and theoretical
texts related to science-fiction cinema, futures
studies, and philosophical discussions of utopia
and dystopia. In addition, a number of prominent
films within the genre, characterized by future-
oriented themes and representations of dystopian
structures, were purposively selected for analysis.
At the analytical stage, the selected works
were first examined through close viewing and
detailed study, allowing the principal themes and
concepts associated with dystopian structures to
be extracted from the films’ narrative elements,
spatial settings, characters, and social structures.
These concepts were subsequently classified into
broader components, including pessimism toward
technology, ideology, environmental crises,
economic structures, the question of time, virtual
identity, and the search for new habitats. Finally,
through an analytical and comparative approach,
the relationships among these components and the
ways in which they are represented in the selected
works were examined. The findings were then
interpreted in order to explain the process through
which dystopia is constructed in science-fiction
cinema.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that dystopia
in science-fiction cinema is constructed through
representations of the consequences of uneven
technological development, economic and
ideological structures of power, environmental
crises, and transformations of identity. Analysis of
the selected films revealed that these factors are
represented through future-oriented narratives,
controlled or fragmented world-building, alienated
characters, and unequal social structures. Together,
they produce worlds in which scientific and
technological advancement, rather than fulfilling
human aspirations, intensifies ethical, social, and
environmental crises.

In these works, the dominance of the logic of
capital, the concentration of political power,
human dependence on machines and digital
technologies, environmental destruction, and
the destabilization of individual identity do not
operate independently. Rather, they function in
structural conjunction, creating the conditions
for the emergence of dystopian worlds. Science-
fiction cinema thus reflects, through narrative
imagination, humanity’s genuine concerns about
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the future of civilization in a symbolic and critical
manner, presenting dystopia as a cultural warning
against the consequences of uneven development
in contemporary societies.

Following an examination of the concepts of
utopia and dystopia in contemporary cinema, this
study concludes that pessimism, discrimination,
and the increasing distance between leaders
and society from their original objectives can
provide conditions under which utopia comes
to be understood as an imaginary construct.
Alternatively, utopian societies may prove
temporary, ultimately being redirected by their
own leaders toward dystopian conditions.
Keywords

Imagination; Rationality; Futurism; Science-
Fiction Cinema; Utopia; Dystopia
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