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Abstract

Problem Statement The experience of loneliness in the contemporary world is regarded
as something beyond a merely individual psychological condition and can be examined
in relation to the conditions of the modern lifeworld. Transformations resulting from
urbanization, changes in patterns of communication, the expansion of public spaces, and
the transformation of human relationships have created circumstances in which individuals,
despite being surrounded by others, encounter a form of distance and disconnection. From
this perspective, loneliness is not merely a personal feeling but has become one of the
defining experiences of modern human beings and has been reflected in various fields of
thought, literature, and art. In modern art as well, many artists have sought to represent
this experience not merely through the subject matter of their works, but through visual
possibilities and the organization of pictorial elements.

Among the artists whose works have been consistently associated with the concept of
loneliness, Edward Hopper and Vilhelm Hammershoi occupy a particularly significant
position. Hopper’s works frequently depict urban spaces, cafés, hotel rooms, and semi-
public environments in which figures are situated in a state of emotional distance and
psychological stillness. Hammershoi, by contrast, paid greater attention to domestic
interiors, secluded rooms, doorways, and natural light, creating a pictorial world in which
silence, emptiness, and contemplation constitute some of its most important characteristics.
Despite the historical, cultural, and geographical differences between these two artists, their
works display considerable similarities in their use of silent spaces, reduction of narrative
elements, extensive presence of space, and emphasis on stillness.

Despite the numerous studies conducted on each of these two artists, a substantial
proportion of existing research has focused on examining their works independently,
while comparative studies specifically centered on visual structure and the ways in
which loneliness is represented in the works of both artists remain limited. Therefore, a
comparative examination of the works of Edward Hopper and Vilhelm Hammershoi can
contribute to a more precise understanding of the capacity of visual elements to convey
human concepts, as well as to recognizing the differences and similarities between two
significant approaches within modern painting.

Accordingly, the present research seeks to answer the following question:

1. Through which components of visual structure is the concept of loneliness represented



in the works of Edward Hopper and Vilhelm
Hammershgi?

From this perspective, a comparison of Hopper
and Hammershoi can demonstrate how a single
concept is formulated through different visual
strategies within two distinct historical and cultural
contexts. Such an approach not only contributes
to a more precise understanding of loneliness in
modern painting but also highlights the role of
visual structure as a carrier of meaning.

The significance of this research lies in its
potential to clarify how visual elements contribute
to the formation of meaning and to demonstrate
how loneliness in modern painting extends beyond
the level of subject matter and becomes a quality
resulting from the relationships among space,
light, color, and human presence.

Research Objectives The present research aims
to comparatively examine how the concept of
loneliness is represented in the works of Edward
Hopper and Vilhelm Hammershei and to explain
the role of visual structure in the formation of this
concept.

Research Question

How has the concept of loneliness been represented
in the works of Edward Hopper and Vilhelm
Hammershgi, and what role has visual structure
played in the formation of this concept?
Research Method This research was conducted
using a descriptive-analytical method and a
comparative approach. Data were collected through
library and documentary research by studying
books, scholarly articles, and research sources
related to Edward Hopper, Vilhelm Hammersheoi,
and the concept of loneliness in modern art.
The statistical population of the research consists
of four paintings by Edward Hopper and four
paintings by Vilhelm Hammershei. Ultimately, the
common and distinctive visual elements of these
works were examined in order to explain how the
concept of loneliness is represented within the
pictorial structures of the works of the two artists.
In this research, the selected works by both artists
were chosen based on their conceptual proximity
to the central focus of the study, namely the
“representation of loneliness.” They were analyzed
according to components such as composition,
light, color, empty space, the position of the human
figure, and the relationship between the human
being and the environment. The results obtained

from these analyses were subsequently compared
through a comparative study in order to explain
the different approaches to representing loneliness
in the works of Edward Hopper and Vilhelm
Hammershgi.

Conclusion The present research was conducted
with the aim of comparatively examining the
representation of loneliness in the works of Edward
Hopper and Vilhelm Hammershei, with particular
emphasis on the role of visual structure. The
results obtained from the analysis of the selected
works demonstrated that, in both bodies of work,
loneliness is realized less through narrative, subject
matter, or the direct expression of emotions than
through the organization of visual elements and
the spatial relationships within the image.

The findings of the research demonstrated
that both artists employ common strategies in
representing loneliness. The reduction of narrative
elements, the limitation of human action, the use
of empty spaces, the emphasis on stillness, and the
precise control of composition are among the most
important shared characteristics of their works. In
both bodies of work, space becomes one of the
primary factors in the production of meaning, and
rather than encountering a specific narrative, the
viewer experiences a sense of silence, distance,
and isolation.

Despite these similarities, the process through
which loneliness is formed in the works of the two
artists is different. In Hopper’s works, loneliness
is primarily represented within the context of
modern life, human relationships, and urban
spaces, and the human figure plays a central role
in conveying meaning. In Hammershgi’s works,
by contrast, loneliness arises more strongly from
the quality of the space itself; secluded rooms,
natural light, empty surfaces, and spatial order can
convey a sense of isolation even in the absence
of a human figure. Therefore, Hopper represents
loneliness more as a social experience associated
with the disruption of human communication,
whereas Hammershgi transforms it into a spatial,
introspective, and contemplative experience.
Overall, the findings of the research demonstrate
that visual structure plays a decisive role in the
formation of the concept of loneliness in the works
of both artists. These results indicate that meaning
in painting is formed not solely through narrative,
but also through the relationships among space,
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light, color, stillness, and human presence, and that
the study of visual structure can provide a deeper
understanding of the representation of human
concepts in art.

Keywords Edward Hopper; Vilhelm Hammershoi;
Loneliness; Visual Structure; Interior Space;
Modern Painting
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Figure 6. Interior, Strandgade 30.
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Figure 3. Room in New York.(Source: WikiArt)
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Figure 8. Interior with Woman at the Piano.(Source:
Wikimedia Commons)
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Table 1. Detailed Examination of the Works of Edward Hopper and Vilhelm Hammershoi.
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