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Abstract

Problem Statement:In the intellectual realm of contemporary humans, the importance
and values of attaining social theory as a supportive factor for various decisions, laws,
and activities in the social, economic, political, and cultural domains are not hidden.
Social science studies indicate that achievements derived from the support of collective
thoughts have high sustainability and can establish desirable values intergenerationally.
Among these, the issue of synchronizing the realm of opinions (social capital) and actions
(physical development, technology, science) emerges as a balanced influence in these
realms. An appropriate response to this issue delineates a path towards balanced and
comprehensive social progress (especially in developing countries) towards sustainable
and indigenous development, leading to the creation of physical capital.

Social capital, in the relativistic space of postmodernism, has transformed interpersonal
relationships into intangible assets through a capital-oriented and quantifying approach.
This expansion of applicability has led to the exploration of the influential role of social
capital in concepts such as mental and physical health, satisfaction, and more in various
research studies. Additionally, in transitioning and developing regions, we observe
countries with similar natural, physical, and human capital but achieve significantly
different levels of scientific, social, and economic successes. This paradox has prompted
researchers to delve deeper into what keeps individuals in the service of collective goals
together.

Objective: In this regard, efforts have been made to examine the influence of this concept
on the formation of social theory in the field of architectural and urban studies, aligned
with the change in perspective regarding the nature and function of social capital in
social science studies. Through appropriate groundwork, it is possible to establish a
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channeled and structured (purposeful and
directed) integration of social theory into the
theoretical foundations of architecture and urban
planning, organizing attention to social science
findings in design and planning processes. The
necessity of this theoretical alignment between
social studies and architecture and urban
planning lies in increasing the influence of social
networks and institutions, reducing the costs of
social interaction through justice in individual
and group benefit distribution, and collaborative
problem-solving. Consequently, its application
fundamentally and fundamentally contributes
to overcoming comprehensive (material and
spiritual) development barriers and achieving
sustainable and quality human habitation
(including the objectives of the United Nations
Housing Program).

Research Questions: This research is seeking
to answer the question of how interdisciplinary
theory can be introduced among different aspects
of social capital.

Research Method: Based on this, the present study
aims to provide an interdisciplinary theoretical
approach through qualitative analysis and
interpretation of relevant library sources. By
presenting a philosophical cognitive process in
the triad of essence, causality, and methodology of
social capital, the study seeks an interdisciplinary
theoretical framework to address this need. It is
evident that such a perspective and innovative
achievement  harmoniously  integrate  the
utilization of social capital in analyses related
to the architectural and urban design process,
accepting the issue of social infrastructure as a
pattern, indicator, and structured and measurable
process.

Conclusion :Based on the objectives outlined in
this research, it can be said that the proposed
concept of "physical capital," backed by its
multiple and organized concepts, covers various
disciplines involved in shaping urban space and
form. With reliance on it, multiple processes in
architectural and urban planning can be directed
towards comprehensive and multifaceted goals.
The significant achievement of this framework in
favor of sustainable development in architecture
and urban planning will be to increase the
livability and public appeal of designed spaces
through continuous and replicable presence. It

will also create spatial capacities for active and
memorable activities by adapting to the needs and
desires of a wide range of users and beneficiaries.
In summary, this interactive space created
through multidimensional design and planning
can foster social participation and collaboration
in the stages of renovation and revitalization
of buildings by creating a sense of place and
place attachment. It links the social identity of
various groups to the space and form, eliciting
their social responsibility towards the state of the
environment and form. Based on this, it can be said
that physical capital, by going beyond traditional
definitions of social capital, has a broader and
deeper perspective on various environmental
factors and serves as a recognition of the flexible
and extensive efforts of environmental designers
and planners to understand, master, and process
them.

Keywords: lifestyle, social foundation, social
identity, thinking style, coherence
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Image 4: Quantitative Distribution and Representation of Subthemes at Level 2 of Conceptual Coding in the Research Sources. (Source: Output

2AKNZ 0 126700

from MAXQDA Software by the authors)
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Image 5: Quantitative Distribution and Representation of Sub-subthemes at Level 3 of Conceptual Coding in the Research Sources. (Source:
Output from MAXQDA Software by the authors)

3 dabu 1514
+§9 Lol 5 Las\eiss yimts s 4lop 1
263 goibuly) 3 lais bl e Jolge\Jolgehinaimmn (bl 0
9 (30) asnolo\bi] JolgeN Jolge\uaminipun (ol 105 A
G RS\ leizl alepu(siluygi alslis) prez gaitsiluygi g leme 33 jluly augi 1 3 3 il
+ G0 s 3o\ L ise SIS ailopa 46 N e 3 Pualer W""“
+6 weloizhais g Ladho e 3 s arlop 2 J < 3 St >k
+§d ok 3§ = N
469 slgnibul Jolge\olgehis aiasn couliiisl 2
G5 oAzl dilopu\(S3luygi alslis) sraz galsilusgd g less 33 1l asugi. 1
+58 5y wohb\slugite e s WIE el 31
658 vhuzs Cuw N 5 Lo\ e JiwsS alspw 2
G S liso\slaiz! arlopi\(3lugis alslao) a0z gaiusiluygil g wlamo 3 )l dugi 12
+G0 0gx¥\ilunil Jolge\Jolgs\ip ot (bl 67
* G g i) aoliphuslupgintoiie yiu\s IS alep 16
+G 6)slis g alelols g Ladhpisc yuu\sals ailopu 1
G 2l ol eloizl b pu\(53Lgis al510) (rmar i\ Lusgu g 5plasia 53 )l ansig. 1
+G 1 g sleicNoelaizl ailspu(isyluygis alslis) poor gai\siluygi g $ylose 33 Hlaul amugi.. 14
+G9 335\l Jolge Jolge\inabupt (salicisl 3
268 ool bl ¢ Ladhpise yiushsalls alop 1
28 Gl olaizl alopu\(siluygi al5112) rar gatsiluygi g G)loso 33 )l auwg 25
G oo izl alo puh(siluygai alslis) pez gaitsiluygd g ilass 53 jluly auwgi. 10

¥ 10,0 ISRz MAXQDAIT_gEIb 267 ES11z8  BZ 8STIZbZ78, 2B YOUITIOSRIGEINGSZM-1TZ  Z2IKNZ 126200 IRBIETIWE
Image 6: Quantitative Distribution and Representation of Sub-sub-subthemes at Level 4 of Conceptual Coding in the Research Sources. (Source:
Output from MAXQDA Software by the authors)
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Image 8: Quantitative Distribution and Representation of Sub-sub-sub-sub-subthemes at Level 6 of Conceptual Coding in the Research Sources.
(Source: Output from MAXQDA Software by the authors)
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Topic Classification (Left side) and its Recognition Methods in this Research (Source: Output from MAXQDA Software by the authors).
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Table 3: Comparative Alignment of Classifications related to Social Capital with Architectural and Urban Processes (Source: Authors)
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Image 11: Conceptual Network of the Researcher’s Classification Constructed from Subthemes and Constituent Concepts of the “Physical
Capital” Theme (Source: Output from MAXQDA Software by the authors).
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Image 12 - A conceptual representation of communication dispersion and the quantitative attention to subtopics and construct concepts of
“physical capital” in this research (Source: MAXQDA software output by the authors)
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Image 13: Structure of Relationships and Number of Supporting Concepts for the Proposed Connections between Subthemes of the “Physical
Capital” Theme (Source: Output from MAXQDA Software by the authors).
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Image 14: Conceptual Model for the Alignment of Social Theory with Architecture and Urban Planning from the Perspective of this Research
(Source: Authors)
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Table 4: Comparative Alignment of Common Characteristics between Social Theory and Architecture and Urban Planning (Source: Authors)
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Table 5: Comparative Alignment of Common Characteristics between Social Theory and Architecture and Urban Planning (Source: Authors)
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Image 15: Initial and Extracted Conceptual Network Generated by Artificial Intelligence between Main Subthemes and Constituent Themes of
the “Physical Capital” Research (Source: Output from MAXQDA Software by the authors)
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8- Aristotle (384-322 BC)
9- Thomas Aquinas (1225 — 1274)
10- Edmund Burke (1729 - 1797)
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15- Ferdinand Ténnies (1855 — 1936)

16- David Emile Durkheim (1858 — 1917)

17- Georg Simmel (1858 — 1918)

18- Maximilian Karl Emil Weber (1864 — 1920)
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Abstract

Problem Statement: The structure of images, similar to the structure of language in
any society, represents specific interpretations of communication experiences and various
forms of social interactions. These interpretations and interactions can be expressed
linguistically. Rather than relying on specific semiotic practices, meanings are embedded
within specific cultures, and how meanings are conveyed through semiotic obijects,
whether linguistically, pictorially, or a combination of both, primarily depends on culture
and historical periods. These meanings hold significance. Graffiti is one of the emerging
art forms closely tied to social developments in contemporary societies. In a broad sense,
graffiti involves the depiction of patterns, shapes, letters, visual symbols, and images on
walls or public spaces, serving as a canvas for writing, painting, carving, and drawing.
Graffiti is considered a means of expressing social desires and aspirations, facilitating
dialogue between different social classes, serving as artistic advertising, and enhancing
urban spaces' aesthetics. Therefore, many graffiti works incorporate symbolic visual
elements and social commentary to express the artist's themes. Over the last two decades,
graffiti has witnessed various manifestations in Iranian cities' streets, correlating with
the rise of rap music among the younger generation. While many graffiti works in Iran
are heavily influenced or imitative of foreign examples, some artists incorporate social
criticism by referencing common signs and symbols within Iranian culture, reflecting the
developments in [ranian society.

Objective: the primary focus of this research is to explore how social issues are reflected
in graffiti works on Iranian streets, seeking insights from thinkers in the field of social
semiotics, and analyzing notable works in this domain.

Question: What indicators and characteristics does graffiti in Iran possess from the



perspective of social semiotics?

Methodology: Given the significance of graffitiasa
means of expressing contemporary social themes,
this research aims to conduct a semiotic analysis of
graffiti works in Iran during the 1380s and 1390s
(2001-2011). Employing a descriptive-analytical
approach and based on field observations, the
research begins by discussing the "types and
applications of mural painting," the "historical
background and evolution of mural painting in
Iran," as well as providing general information
on "street art" and "graffiti in the contemporary
era" to establish the research foundation. The
subsequent research findings section analyzes the
themes and social approaches employed by four
renowned Iranian graffiti artists: "Blackhand,"
"Nafir," "Mirza Hamid," and "Alone."
conclusion: The findings of this study indicate
that graffiti artists in Iran, akin to their
counterparts worldwide, sociologically address
social issues and challenges within their living
environment through their works, each artist
responding in their unique way. Some artists,
such as Blackhand and Nafir, draw attention
to current events and societal news, reacting to
them through ironic and metaphorical statements.
Others, like Mirza Hamid, express a more general
attitude towards societal mechanisms, questioning
their universality. Artists like "Tanha" attempt
to reflect Iranian identity in their works by
incorporating local and historical visual elements,
such as Persian calligraphy. Graffiti, in general,
possesses a modern and universal nature that
transcends specific geographical boundaries. The
proliferation of communication through social
media in the contemporary world has led artists
worldwide to adopt similar approaches in their
works. While Iranian graffiti art exhibits evident
foreign influences, the examples examined in
this study often emphasize issues about Iranian
society.

In conclusion, it is essential to acknowledge
that analyzing and categorizing graffiti art in
research encounters numerous challenges due
to its informal nature and the transient lifespan
of most graffiti works. Conventional academic
methodologies face limitations when studying
this art form

Keywords: graffiti, street art, urban art, social
semiotics
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Image 2: Artwork by Blackhand (Source: Artist’s Facebook page)
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Image 4: Artwork by Blackhand (Source: Artist’s Facebook page)
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Image 3: “I Buy Therefore I Am” artwork by Barbara Kruger, 1987
(Source: galleryred.com)
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Image 5: Artwork by Blackhand in protest against the defacement of
their artwork (Source: Artist’s Facebook page)
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Image 9: Artwork by Blackhand (Source: Artist’s Facebook page)
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Image 8: Artwork by Blackhand (Source: Artist’s Facebook page)
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1- Conceptual Art

2- Black Hand, “Iran’s Banksy: ‘The Walls in My City Are the Canvas for My Paintings,” interview by Saeed Kamali Dehghan, Guardian,
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Image 11: Artwork by Nafir (Source: Artist’s Twitter page)
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Image 12: Artwork by Nafir (Source: Artist’s Twitter page)

1- I am under control
2- They are under control
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Image 17: Artwork by Nafir (Source: Artist’s Twitter page)
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Image 18: Artwork by Nafir (Source: Artist’'s Twitter page)
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Image 15: Artwork by Nafir (Source: Artist's Twitter page)
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Image 16: Artwork by Nafir (Source: Artist’s Twitter page)
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Image 19: Artwork by Mirza Hamid (Source: Chelcheragh website)
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- Exhibition “Without Everything” by Mirza Hamid

Image 21

(Source:  meidaan.com)
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Image 19: Artwork by Mirza Hamid (Source: Chelcheragh website)
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Image 22 - Artwork by Tanha (Source: Artist’s Twitter page)
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Image 23 - Artwork by Tanha (Source: Artist’s Twitter page)
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Abstract

Problem statement: Lithography was introduced to Iran during the Qajar period (1249 AH)
and subsequently had a significant influence on art, particularly in the field of narrative
illustration. Among the noteworthy works of this era is the illustrated book "Mathnavi
al-Atfal," which is a condensed version of Rumi's narratives. During the Qajar period, it
changed in line with the literary trends of the time and was illustrated by Miftah al-Mulk.
The illustrated version was later published in 1309 AH by an artist named Mirza Mustafa
(preserved in the Astan Quds Razavi Library with registration number 35594).

One of the most famous books in the field of school literature during this period is "Mathnavi
al-Atfal," a summary of the work by Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi (Maulana Rumi).
This valuable and content-rich book, consisting of forty-four illustrated frames, was
created by Mirza Mustafa. Each of these illustrations is derived from the stories in the
book, and each story includes various events involving human and animal characters.
One of the important reasons for the focus on selecting human and animal characters in
the illustrations of this book, which can be mentioned, is the attention to the details of the
images and the comparison between the text and the image in each story, which captivates
every reader and enthusiast interested in this subject. In addition to this, another aspect is
the recognition of the artist's technical features. Mirza Mustafa incorporated significant
influences from Western art and European paintings in his works, attempting to portray
human and animal figures in a natural and three-dimensional manner by employing
perspective.

Research Objective: "Mathnavi al-Atfal" is a valuable illustrated book containing 44
images, which to a large extent reflects the beliefs and desires of its contemporary society.
This research aims to examine the character selection in the illustrations depicting the

* fatimapiroozfar74@gmail.com
** mostafa.shateri@yahoo.com



narratives of divine prophets, and to explore the
influence of the written text and the societal beliefs
represented by Mirza Mustafa, the illustrator, in
the production of these illustrations.

Research Question: The main focus of this research
is to answer the following question: To what extent
is there a connection between the depiction of the
mentioned characters in the written text and their
reflection in the visual narratives of the divine
prophets in the illustrations of "Mathnavi al-
Atfal"? Furthermore, what are the commonalities
and differences in character selection in the
images?

Research Method: This research is based on a
descriptive-analytical approach, and the study
population consists of 44 illustrations related to
39 stories. However, the analytical-comparative
study in the history of art has ultimately focused
on only 8 illustrations from 7 stories.
Conclusion: [n less than a decade after the
introduction of lithography to Iran, the practice
of illustration became prevalent in published
books. These books were produced to cater to
specific audiences, with the literature of the
school genre being of particular importance.
Among these works, "Mathnavi al-Atfal" held a
significant position. One of the notable features of
this work was its illustrations by Mirza Mustafa,
a lithographic book illustrator. Due to the nature
of the book (narrative stories with moral lessons),
human and animal characters held a special
place in the illustrations as primary elements.
By examining the accepted form of character
selection in the narratives related to divine
prophets in "Mathnavi al-Atfal," it is evident that
Mirza Mustafa depicted the human and animal
characters to some extent by the characteristics
mentioned in the book (faithfulness to the original
text). However, in certain parts beyond poetry,
additional characters were portrayed alongside
the main characters of the story (increased
visual characters). At times, the illustrator
reduced certain characters or focused on specific
sections of the story to visualize the depicted
event (reduction of visual characters). Further
analysis reveals that the character selection
in "Mathnavi al-Atfal" was influenced by the
artistic taste of the illustrator and aligned with
the writing style of the book's author. The main
characters in each story were depicted based on

their gender, social, economic, cultural status,
and religious minorities, and their portrayal in
the story took shape according to the norms of the
(Qajar period in which the illustrator lived. Mirza
Mustafa illustrated the climax of each story and
made alterations to certain elements, but overall,
unique artworks were created for "Mathnavi al-
Atfal" based on artistic taste. The main characters
of each story were consistently reflected in the
illustrations, with the overall portrayal following
the written text and incorporating the artist's
personal ideas and prevailing norms.
Keywords: Lithography, [lustration, Character
Selection, Divine Prophets, Mathnavi al-Atfal,
Mirza Mustafa.
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Image 1: A Man Seeking Audience with Soleiman (Meftah al-Mulk, 1309: 35)
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Image 2: Moses’ (AS) Encounter with the Shepherd (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 80)
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Table 3: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Encounter of Moses (AS) with the Shepherd” (Source: Authors)
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Image 3: Slaughtering of the Cow by the Pious Man (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 122)
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Image 4: Court of Justice in the Presence of David (AS) (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 125)
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Table 4: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “The Man Who Prayed and Sought Lawful Sustenance” (Source: Author)
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Table 4: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “The Man Who Prayed and Sought Lawful Sustenance” (Source: Author)
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Image 5: Escape of Jesus from the Fool (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 139)
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Table 5: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Escape of Jesus from the Fool” (Source: Authors)
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Table 5: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Escape of Jesus from the Fool” (Source: Authors)
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Image 6: A Person Requesting Moses to Interpret the Language of Animals (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 146)
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Table 6: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Requesting Moses (AS) to Interpret the Language of Animals” (Source: Authors)
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Table 6: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Requesting Moses (AS) to Interpret the Language of Animals” (Source: Authors)
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Image 7: The Lost of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 172)
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Table 7: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “The Lost of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)” (Source: Authors)
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Image 8: The Hospitality of Dishelievers in the Service of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 198)
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Table 8: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “The Hospitality of Disbelievers in the Service of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH)” (Source: Authors)
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Abstract

Problem Statement: [ranian painting has long followed its aesthetics, disregarding the
productions of other regions. The influence of Western aestheticism on Iranian painting
began with the travels of some painters to Europe during the Safavid era, which manifested
itself in their artistic assimilation. However, during the Qajar era, the encounter with
the realism of photography brought about different depictions by painters. Photography
made its way into the court for the first time during the Qajar period, greatly impacting
the painterly artists and transforming the representation of reality. Photography was
introduced in Iran only three years after its invention in Europe (1839 AD/1255 AH) and
initially served the court due to its substantial cost, then the aristocracy, and eventually
entered the public sphere of society.

Art during the Qajar period was a politically oriented art supported by the Qajar court
in various periods. From the art of portraiture, the painted portrayals of the Shah were
produced to legitimize the monarchy and serve political objectives. The last instance of
such portraiture can be seen in works influenced by photography. The portraiture of this
era was influenced by the art of photography and had significant political, material, and
decorative aspects.

Despite the rich artistic heritage of the Qajar era in Iran, there is a need for a comparative
study that explores the convergence and divergence between court photography and Qajar
tile motifs through the lens of Bourdieu's theory of representation, specifically focusing
on the concept of "wannamayi" (display) in the context of Qajar court photography and
tile designs. Furthermore, there is a lack of research that investigates the cultural and
social influences on these art forms, particularly about the architectural context of a Qajar
mansion in Kermanshah province.

Research Objective: This study examines the influence of photographic aesthetics on the
realism of Court Pictorialism and Qajar photography through a historical representation
of these art forms based on the theory of simulation by Baudrillard.

Research Question: The main research question is to investigate the impact of photographic



realism on the transformation of aesthetic aspects
in Court Pictorialism.

Research Method: This article presents a
historical representation of the development stages
of Iranian painting up to Court Pictorialism
during the Qajar period using a descriptive and
analytical method. The relationship between this
type of representation and realism is examined,
and the method of obtaining information is based
on library sources and theoretical studies. The
research is divided into three sections. The first
section introduces Court Pictorialism and attempts
to establish the relationship between this form
of representation and reality. The next section
applies Baudrillard's triadic order to describe the
realism in Qajar paintings from his perspective.
The final section of the article addresses the issue
of visual representation in a historical context,
specifically focusing on the relationship between
representation and reality in the selected works of
this research, namely the Amarate Sani al-Dawla
Kermanshah tiles.

Conclusion:The comparative study between Qajar
photography and the paintings of Sani al-Dawla
indicates that photography had a significantimpact
on simulation and realism in Iran. Artists and
courtiers embraced this emerging art form and
aligned it with their aesthetic criteria. The Iranian
art community was moving towards renewal, and
photography was considered one of the means
of modernization. The patronage and support of
Fath Ali Shah and Naser al-Din Shah Qajar played
a crucial role in shaping their instrumental and
purposeful approach to art, which extended to
subsequent periods. The presence of portraiture
of male figures and the depiction of the Shah
in the paintings testify to the artists' efforts to
satisfy the court's preferences. The influence of
photography on the Qajar art community led to a
forward movement in painting, characterized by a
modern and realistic approach. Artists focused on
depicting facial features and human figures with
great precision, highlighting the close relationship
between photography and painting.

In a progressive society where the invention of
photography and printing opened up new ways of
presenting art and enhancing artists' capabilities,
the registration of visual elements provided
painters and designers with the opportunity to
execute scenes and portray individuals accurately.

Therefore, the application of photography and
painting pursued common objectives.
Ultimately, from Baudrillard's triadic perspective,
it can be concluded that the court pictorial
paintings, particularly the works of Sani al-
Dawla, were produced during the early stages of
modernity and belong to the stages of production,
reproduction, and simulation. Artists utilized
printing and photography techniques to achieve
this simulation. Conceptually, the presence of
reality and subject coexisted, resulting in the
blurring of the relationship between reality and
subject.

Keywords: Court Pictorialism, Qajar photography,
simulation theory, Baudrillard.
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Image 1: European Mural Painting with Military Uniforms
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Image 4: Historical Mural Painting of Women
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Image 2: Mural Painting of a Woman and Child
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Image 3: Mural Painting of Women
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Image 5: Combination of European Patterns with Iranian Art
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Image 6: Historical Mural Painting of Women
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Abstract

Problem Statement: Brick is one of the most important building materials in historical
structures in Iran, which is highly regarded not only for its structural aspects but also for
its decorative features. Although the use of brick dates back to pre-Islamic and Elamite
civilizations, its decorative use is mainly associated with the Islamic period and the third
century AH (Islamic calendar) onwards. The region of Ghoms (present-day Semnan
province) has been a pioneering area in the art of brickwork, with notable works found in
buildings such as the minaret of the Grand Mosque, the historical archive, the towers of
Pir Alamdar and Mahmandust, and the Forty Girls Tower in Damghan. Other examples
include the mausoleum and minaret of the Baizid Mosque, the Kashaneh Tower in
Bastam, the minaret of the Grand Mosque in Semnan, and the Anoosheh-rovani Ahvan
and Sepanj Rabat. All of these structures belong to the golden age of brickwork in Iran
(4th-8th centuries AH). During this period, the region of Ghoms witnessed a historical
evolution in brickwork, which can be examined in terms of changes in motifs, execution
techniques, material combinations, and geographical distribution.

Research Objective: The aim of this study is to conduct a comparative analysis of patterns
and techniques used in brickwork in the historical buildings of the Ghoms region and to
understand their historical evolution.

Research Questions: This research seeks to answer the following two questions:
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1. What are the prominent patterns and
techniques employed in brickwork during the
medieval period (specifically 4th-8th centuries
AH) in the Ghoms region?

2. How does the art of brickwork and the
distribution of related works in the Ghoms region
evolve during the medieval period?

Research Method: This research has a descriptive
nature and employs a research method based on
field studies and library research. Field studies
involved documenting the patterns used in the
most significant brickwork structures through
photography. In the library section, besides
exploring the history of buildings, previous
research on brickwork in the history of Iranian
architecture was examined. Ultimately, the
documented arrays in the Ghoms region were
comparatively analyzed, and the utilized patterns
were identified.

Conclusion: Pioneering research demonstrates
that the Ghomus region, corresponding to the
present-day Semnan province, was an important
center of brickwork art during the Middle Ages,
particularly from the 4th to the 7th centuries AH
(10th to 13th centuries CE). Notably, valuable
brick decorations were created on various
structures such as minarets, mausoleum towers,
caravanserais, and tombs during the reigns of
the Al-Ziyar, Seljuk, and Ilkhanid dynasties.
However, these brickworks exhibit unity and a
regional execution style in terms of symbolism,
execution techniques, and integration with other
materials such as tiles and plaster. In fact, the
execution methods and techniques of brickwork
artifacts trace a historical evolution in which
the complexity of brick patterns gradually
diminished. The use of single-colored turquoise
and blue tiles as gemstones and the application
of gypsum as banding in tile work increased
over time, reaching its peak during the llkhanid
period. Another achievement of this research is
the preparation of a map showing the distribution
of brickwork structures. It indicates that the city
and the Damghan region served as the political
center of Ghomus during the mentioned centuries
and possessed the highest number of brickwork
artifacts. The region extends from the west to the
city of Semnan and from the east to the border of
Khorasan province. It is worth mentioning that
this study specifically focuses on the historical

area of Ghomus in terms of brickwork art and
its results demonstrate a stylistic and technical
connection in this art form in the aforementioned
region. Therefore, to complete the research on the
brickwork art of Iran, it is necessary to separately
investigate other regions of Iran to ultimately
create a comprehensive map of the distribution of
patterns and techniques of brickwork throughout
different periods in the land of Iran.

Keywords: Brickwork, Ghoms, Semnan, Brick-tile,
Architectural Decorations, Historical Evolution.
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Table 2: Summary of techniques and patterns used in selected buildings in the Qomis region

(Source: Author).
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Table 3: Summary of comparative analysis of patterns used in historical buildings in Qomis in pairs
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Image 1: Similar brickwork decorations in the examined minarets.

From right to left: Jameh Mosque of Semnan, Jameh Mosque of Damghan, Historical Archive of Damghan, and Bayazid Bastami Mosque.
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Image 2: Comparison of brickwork decorations in the two towers of Pir Alamdar (right) and Chahar Dukhtaran (left) in Damghan.
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Image 3: Part of similar brickwork decorations in the Tower of Mehrabandust (right), Robat-e-Sepanj (middle), and Robat-e-Anushirvani
Ahvan (left))
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Image 4: Distribution map of brickwork patterns in selected buildings in the Qomis region during the historical period of 4th-8th centuries BCE.
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Abstract

Problem Statement: Isfahan, as one of the ancient and historical cities of Iran, has played
a significant role in recognizing the historical structures of past eras. Due to its central
geographical location, this city has been considered a prominent cultural, social, and
political center throughout different historical periods. Therefore, studying and examining
these structures helps us gain a better understanding of the history and culture of past
eras and acquire rich knowledge about art, architecture, and social life of those times.
In the present era, some of the existing buildings in Isfahan have changed, while others
have completely disappeared or only remnants remain. In such cases, historical images
and related information in historical texts and comparisons with the current situation can
provide valuable insights not only for a better understanding of the buildings but also for
future actions related to them.

The valuable paintings of European travel writers of [ran, depicting its cities and structures
from a time before the advent of photography, hold significant value. These paintings
not only contribute to a better understanding of historical buildings but also contain
valuable ethnographic insights. This aspect can be observed in the paintings of Flannden
and Pascal Cost, who never depicted buildings and cities without people. The paintings
of Diolafa are also remarkable and serve as evidence of the city's history that can be
examined and analyzed. To gain a better and more comprehensive understanding of the
development of Isfahan's buildings, including the lost ones, throughout historical periods,
sources such as Flannden, Cost, Diolafa, Shardeen's paintings, Tavarnieh, Kempfer, and
others are considered valuable resources for an architectural researcher. Studying the
evolution of Isfahan's buildings based on historical paintings is a considerable subject for
research and contains information that is less accessible in the texts and documents of
the city's past.

Objective: The present research aims to revisit the evolution of Isfahan's buildings based
on the observations of European travelers, particularly travel writers. To achieve this
objective, the following sub-objectives have been pursued:

1. Understanding the travel writers and European tourists who visited Isfahan.

2. Identifying the observations and historical photographs of Isfahan by European
travelers and comparing them with historical information about the buildings.

3. Recognizing and introducing the most important existing and non-existing
transformations of Isfahan's buildings from the Safavid era to the Qajar era and the
present era.

Research Questions: To achieve the main research objective, the following questions have
been raised:

1. How can the paintings of travel writers depict the physical transformations of Isfahan's



buildings?

2. Based on the paintings of European travel
writers, what information can be obtained about
the lost and surviving architectural works of
Isfahan?

Research  Method: This article  employs
descriptive-analytical and textual research
methods, relying on library resources. After a
brief description of European travel writers and
their sketches and historical photographs, it
delves into various textual information and the
current state of Isfahan's buildings. The names of
travelers and their depicted sketches are presented
to understand their functioning. The evolution
of existing and non-existing buildings based on
the travelers' sketches is depicted in the form of
charts to provide a better narrative of Isfahan's
architecture for planners, conservators, etc.
Conclusion: From the foregoing, it becomes evident
that in studying the historical buildings of Iranian
cities, which have partially or entirely vanished,
written sources and images play a significant
role. Even the smallest piece of new information
is valuable in studying the evolution of urban
buildings. Isfahan, due to its importance and
population during the Safavid era, attracted the
attention of numerous travelers, and their sketches
reflect the city's significance during the reigns
of rulers like Shah Safi, Shah Suleiman, and
especially Shah Abbas. European travelers such
as Tavernier, Chardin, Sanson, etc., observed and
depicted Isfahan during the reigns of Shah Safi,
Shah Suleiman, and Shah Abbas. In the Qajar
era, Flannden, Cost, Diolafa, Holster, and Byron
produced the most comprehensive sketches after
visiting Isfahan during the reign of Mohammad
Shah Qajar and Naser al-Din Shah. By comparing
the sketches from the Safavid and Qajar periods
with the current situation, it can be observed
that most of the damages are attributed to the
Safavid era, leading to destruction or significant
changes in Isfahan's buildings. Isfahan, which is
remarkable and beautiful in every era, whether
Safavid, Qajar, etc., have witnessed decisions
that, on one hand, have contributed to the city's
prosperity and progress. On the other hand, these
decisions in other periods have accelerated the
decline of the city's buildings. The following pages'
charts provide a more detailed examination of
the timing and activities of European travelers, as

well as the evolution of Isfahan's buildings based
on the travel writers' sketches.

Keywords:  Isfahan, evolution,  buildings,
paintings, European
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Image2: Urban Landscape of Isfahan A: Delaval, B: Adam Olearius, C: Joseph Girault, D: Flandin and Coste, E: Dieulafoy, F: Lawrence, G:
Chesnel.
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Image4. Shahrestan Bridge:A: Flandin, B: Dieulafoy, P: Holster, T: Image3:Tomb of Baba Roknaddin: A: Flandin, B: Current condition.

Current condition. Sources: URL3 - URI#4 - Holster’s book - URLS5. Sources: URLS - URLS.
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Image 6. Monar Jonban, Isfahan: A: Dieulafoy, B: Holster. Source: URI4
- Holster’s book.
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Image 8. Photo of Pigeon Tower in Isfahan: A: Holster, B: CurrentImage 7. Painting of Pigeon Tower: A: Flandin, B: Dieulafoy. Sources:
condition.Sources: Holster’s book - URLS. URL3 - URI4.
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Image 9. Jolfa Bridge:A: Taurigny, B: Dubreuil, P: Comper, T: Dubreuil, S: Shardan, J: Flandin, Ch: Antoine Soriegin, H: Holster.Sources:
Shirani - Negarestan - Wikipedia - Wikipedia - Wikipedia - URL3 - URLS5 - Holster’s book.
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Image 10 - Jolfa Bridge: A: Flandin, B: N/A, P: Old and new condition, T: New condition and location for passersby observation.Sources: URL3
- URL6 - URLY7 - URLS.
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Image 10. Hassan Beyk Bridge: A: Comper, B: Taurigny, C: Shardan, D: Flandin, E: Dieulafoy. Sources: URL3 - URL6 - URL17 - URL3 - URI4.
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Image 12. Hassan Beyk Bridge. A: Luigi Pesce, B: Antoine Soriegin, C: Holster, D: Byron, E: Alireza Hosseini, F: Pedram Forouzanfar.Sources:
URLS5 - URLS - Holster’s book - URLS5 - URLS.
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Image 13. Naghsh-e Jahan Square: A: Dolat-Abad B: Herbert C: Comper D: Dubreuil
E: Shardan F: Coste G: Dieulafoa Sources: URL5 - Homayoun - Negarestan - URL21 and URL7 - Shardan - URL3 - URI4.
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Imagel4:Naghsh-e Jahan Square: A:Holster B:During the Zill al-Sultan period D: In 1934 E:Current condition F: Matsubara.Sources: Holster’s
book - URL5 - URL5 - URL7 - URLS.
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Image 15. Ali Qapu:A: Comper, B: Shardan, P: Sanson, T: Ali-Mchammad Faseihi, S: Current condition.Sources: Negarestan - Saberi - Ya’ghoubi,
1383: 79 - URLS - URLS.
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Image 16. Jameh Abbasi Mosque (Shah Mosque) A: Shardan, B: Flandin, C: Dieulafoy. Sources: URL27 - Negarestan - URI4
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Image 17. Shah Mosque: A: Pesce, B: Holster, C: Byron, D Pope, E: Kassel, F: Current condition, G: Kamyar Kamali, H: Current condition.
Sources: URLS - Holster’s book - Negarestan - Negarestan - URLS - Wikipedia - URLS - URLS.
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Image 18. Atig Mosque: A: Flandin, B: Dieulafoy, C: Mochammad Narimani, D: Pope, E: Esfand 63 (February 1985), F: Schmidt, G: Bach, H:
Ali-Mohammad Faseihi.

Sources: URL3 - URI4 - Negarestan - URL5 - Negarestan - URLS - URLS.
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Image 19. Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque. A: Shardan, B: Koust, P: Luigi Pesce T: Hertzfeld S: Ali Bandpey, Source: URL17 - URL3 - URL5 -
Negarestan - URL5
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Image 20. The Gate of Ctesiphon. A: Shardan, B: Flanden, C: Dangelo D: Holster, S, J, and E: Current situation, Source: URL7 - URL3 -
Wikipedia - Holster book - URL11 - URL7 - URL10
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Image 21. Kushk-e Hasht Behesht. A: Shardan, B and C: Flanden, D: Diolafava, E: Holster, F: Current situation by Mostafa Hosseini, G: Current
situation. Source: URL24 - URL3 - URI4 Negarestan - URLS5 - URLS.
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Image 22. 4 Bagh Street. A: Shardan, B: Debruyn, C: Flanden, D: Diolafava, E: Thompson, F: J. Klip, G: Holster, H: Current situation.
Source: URL7 - URLY7 and (Honarfar, 1349: 4) - URI4 - URL3 - Negarestan - Negarestan - Negarestan - Holster book - URLY.
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Image 24. Charbagh School. A: Flanden, B: Diolafava, P: Holster, T: Mosavar al-Molk, S: Surugin, J: Current situation.
Source: URL3 - URI4 - Holster book - URL5 Negarestan - Mehdi Sadegh Ahmadi.
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Image 25. Forty Columns. A: Flanden, B: Diolafava, C: Weston, D: Hertzfeld, E: Gadmer, F: Asefeh Badr, G: Current situation.
Source: URL3 - URI4 - Negarestan - URLS Hamshahri Online
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Image 26. Forty Columns. A: Three-part basin, B: Three-part basin in Flanden’s design, C: Marble basin. Source: (Zarei and Sultanmoradi,
1396).
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Image 27. Clock Building. Source: Shahabi Nezhad, 1398: 124.
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Image 28. A: Shardan, B: Flanden, C: Holster, D: Time of demolition, E: Flanden, F: Current state. Source: Negarestan, URL9, Holster book,
Negarestan, URL9, URL23.
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Image 29. Covered Palace. A: Flanden, B: Diolafava, C: Current state of sculptures, D: Current state of exterior view, E: Current state of the
palace. Source: (Flanden, 1356) - URI4 - Wikipedia - URL25.
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Image 30. Saadatabad Garden and its surroundings. A and B: Shardan, C: Koust. Source: (Shahidi Marnani, 1395: 81) - (Koust, 1390: 38).
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Image 31. Namakdan Mansion. A: Shardan, B: - C: Mir Seyyed Ali Janab, D: Holster. Source: (Shahidi Marnani, 1395: 72) - Negarestan -
(Janab, 1386: 176) - Holster book.
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Image 33. Dolatkhaneh Mansion. A: Shardan, B: Flanden and Koust, P: Holster.
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Diagram 1: A brief description of tourists and the observations of European tourists regarding the buildings of Isfahan,
categorized by the names of the travelers. Source: The author

Source: The author
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Diagram 2: Results obtained based on the ohservations of European tourists regarding the remaining buildings of Isfahan.

Source: The author
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Diagram 3: Results obtained based on the observations of European tourists regarding the buildings of Isfahan, which are generally destroyed
or only small portions of them remain today.

Source: The author
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