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Abstract

Problem Statement: The cultural and artistic history during the Qajar era experienced
modern developments and issues, one of which was the introduction and spread of
lithographic printing. With the support of cultural patrons in Tabriz, the first lithographic
printing machine began its operation and gradually expanded to other major cities such
as Tehran, Isfahan, and Mashhad. This led to the establishment of numerous private and
non-private printing houses. The Astan Quds Razavi Printing House was a key center for
lithographic book production and publication, and during its operation from 1294 to 1344
AH, it produced several works, one of which was “Bahar al-Fawaid” or “Kulliyat-e-Riyazi”
by Muhammad Yusuf Khan Muhajir Heravi, known as Riyazi. This book, published
in 1324 AH, contains various sections, including historical events. The illustrations in
this book were created by Sayyed al-Shoara, who, during a time when illustration in
lithographic printing was declining, executed very skillful and creative images. These
illustrations have unique and remarkable visual features, including various techniques
for creating depth or perspective, which are the subject of discussion in this article.
Objective: This research aims to examine the emergence and characteristics of depth
(perspective) in the illustrations of the book “Bahar al-Fawaid” by Sayyed al-Shoara.
Research Method: The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach with a qualitative
perspective. It examines the perspective in all the valid illustrations (16 images) of the
lithographic book “Bahar al-Fawaid” by Sayyed al-Shoara, as available in the lithographic
printing repository of the Central Library of Astan Quds Razavi

Conclusion: Based on the case study of Sayyed al-Shoara’s illustrations in the book
“Bahar al-Fawaid,” it can be concluded that the artist did not strictly adhere to the
methods of Iranian depth (perspective) art or Western linear methods. Instead, he



adopted a combination of self-made techniques
to create depth in each image, depending on the
circumstances and intentions. One likely reason
for this could be the limitations of lithographic
printing techniques. Due to the absence of color
and reliance on lines in lithographic printing,
the artist may have been deprived of the ability
to create differentiation and focal points through
color or intense light and shadow. Consequently,
it is possible that Sayyed al-Shoara employed
exceptions in the perspective type in his images
due to the limitations in visual elements.

In some cases, the artist followed the common
practice in Iranian art of magnifying important
figures (hierarchical perspective) when depicting
war commanders. However, in the case of
Napoleon, who is a prominent figure, he portrayed
him with very small proportions. This suggests
that Napoleon, as a character destined for defeat,
did not require magnification or a hierarchical
perspective. In certain images, the distant figures
and equipment were depicted with brief lines and
without details, reminiscent of the aerial
perspective technique. However, considering
Sayyed al-Shoara’s general approach to
perspective, which did not strictly adhere to
any specific method, it should be noted that the
limitation in executing detailed designs on a
much smaller scale than the common sizes in
lithographic printing could be the reason for this
occurrence in the distant sections.

In some apparent cases, the artist deliberately
did not make conscious efforts to create and
design the principles and organization of depth.
Instead, his focus was solely on filling the image
and displaying various battle events, resulting in
changes in the sizes and distances of elements.
Overall, it can be stated that Sayyed al-Shoara
presents a combination of Iranian and Western
depth (perspective) methods in his illustrations
in “Bahar al-Fawaid,” albeit not in a deliberate
manner. He does so merely to create sufficient
space for the characters and achieve a balanced
composition by depicting elements of different
sizes.

Keywords: Lithographic printing, [llustration,
Sayyed al-Shoara, Bahar al-Fawaid, Perspe.
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Image 3: The battle between Commander Mohammad Ayub Khan
and the Islamic soldiers against Colonel Sanchin.
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Tmage 5: The battle of Commander Mohammad Ayub Khan at the
Kariz outpost
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Image 4: The war of the people of Herat against Commander
Mohammad Ayub Khan
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Image 7: The British Commission at the border of Herat to determine
the boundaries and assess the battlefield.
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Image 6: The war of Amir Abdul Rahman Khan, the ruler of
Afghanistan, in the ancient city of Kandahar against Commander
Mohammad Ayub Khan

gl ) iy Bas dlel sl s0gac 5 3l 51S0se0
oSy jl s lae 08 ol 4 wliiw .ciwl dgp e ¥
i ygbad e crawd y o o aS el o lise
9 4wl v SLal olad Bjj sl Lels gy
ol Lizge waiiSlas gload Gus o Ladas
O yicale i g cablze oS0 caslyiwl gl olalag
laogain 4 Loo,Sy lavg)S g ailaidly 5 iao ) g
3lai8,S )18 5 S0uS0 LS 5o (955 ezl 5 (g SS0gul
i .cwl dmgicdls ) lan yguad ol o aiSigo
Bl oy s s aSaslsog) uwe css Giulai dgso
4 12903 ol e B 5 )olS (63l jo ahsi (10390 |
g il ygmas casias o .cwl sols aelol oy & 1 we
SiSag el oLl g g dilae o T Sl
b A ieyin a Sl Jlais] aS wiz o 0000)S (ga
aiilo olyam dogs b glow s Stiw yis jlasS Sole
il o) ailsog) (ide el ohb 4 clws el
598293l a0 dgh L ailsog) pplaShe el s
sz S Gl yie (S hie o ol douid g zan 3L
ilee jo Ju 03)9h0 yoguad 4 dg o - Sos AsS.cal
Gl ¢ 9SSl solsiwl (gl il g
58 0520l .l dgp iite WalS 0yg0 yal yo diayian
oy 6Lad 2 ayinn i blino olS (95 g2y Lasdo o )y

09958 Jle Lol diwio cole dolilad
Ferdows-honar-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

‘)o



I
[y

DS saslite Lal o) She guiSiwyy G5 (lg5se
C3S005 45 Canly Craw 5 g sl (U o
20 Ok slavdars g Lae,Sg sl ible an i so
gt sty Sos do i eliso (43S oS
a3 oz Sl ol Blaz s o (sogle Mg o aslead
00592 giSo g e 55005 Landars d g 1 5)g0
Halolsaime b aSaidlaiS elaw g, i Lo
50 cadgase Jdoan ol ol e de el Stae i
SzsS (olata o (Siw ole SiSs p ol e e
05l 00y 90 sl O Gz i jo . ab oogo
3l 23 ceus) sloayslyw aS asloaslys! ()80 g0l dgu i
ol ol 4z gi bB ASSS g aiian 1555 oole Lans)
LaoySiu colise slaand §lasil g 8o gl dgui o aS
S gl (Slee lad 5o 05dise 458)S 1 15 o LSy
§yolze Jls o aSasls jguas lajby wjlaiwgn oo,
5o olyal o 1390 0gmeb wiiwe (e o dusileyd
ol a8l (g Lo, S 5lasl olS el e
A Dggdte (ladid s Craw g (3 Cawd o
SooleolbgaisSie Jras aisSlaz glod plgicaras
(iileyle g oaileyd (61:5)),8 (slas o (Solidllos g julas
g0 ol o astdhasleass (a3 Syed olal Lo go
2395 36 i olydl Sl 09, S eyl aols pls 1353
wladhis) plgicay joguad jl e wd (ol lg)s .l
e (il bl elie sriSny (g Liils) yo o
PSS L pagual (il jo aiapian .l oai (i
i sluad ma gl oo Lasy S gols olis
23y S oLzl by s slaei g (650 Ginlai sloly
02 (1200 29003 Syad e (EalS L p g
50 (50 datims iulaiaS ol olis 15 S s S SaS
555 sl emga ol i il el iy
Crawwd (g e ;oguad 3 o 4o bl oS5
Ao Ol g3 50 30 sgaad ol o el s olagg) pgo
G380 Jool 4 il gle hetdlaw aS i8S
a5 o smbgo a3 i o o Il 545w
gl yuolie (laiSnbis SzeSan ol gyl o
olhsle g buly i 1 e Cawd y a0 g dislop
Ol s oLl 4o ranad gl ld g (sae Sy

] d_xg)id}w\

09958 e gl duwo cole doliliad
Ferdows-honar-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

Y\

90 40 4 S 5950 saaliite (Sogac (505 A Hoguad ;o
Sy 0.l oap0,S aunss Slisd g 588 88l iz,
Cwloa i aisyS ks o eoluw b e300 (1l jo (olas
GRole G )0 o Glais b olad 85 S8 iz yo
Uiso aileacalysl () 8Geg0l g au LaoySuy (guas
goaiiSlas laad L laicayshlo juguas ol (Sliss
o> JSeiJihiie (gra jolic (ioled g5 guas
Ao dyghegs BapaS el plaislu iy (ineSiw
9d( m a0 )..L.L_'}J:. '. u_lleLa_A_?LuJ(_g‘&_o_l &99)_%)9))‘1

ol oo oled a5 slahss

gopelxe Sl ol HlugpwaSola o gailigha zr slsbiA pgas
w5355l ailsyss
Image 8: The Battle of the Hezari Andari Towers in Herat, where the
commander besieged the citadel and looted the Ghoorkhane.
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Image 11: The battle of Amir Abdul Rahman Khan’s soldiers in Kotur

land, where its inhabitants refer to them as infidels wearing goat
skins and black-clad infidels.
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Image 9: The battle between the soldiers of Amir Abdul Rahman
Khan and the Qushun Commander Mchammad Eshagh Khan
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Image 10: The battle between seventy-five thousand Afghan military
forces and the Uruzgan Barbar tribespeople.
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Image 13: The honorable battle between Egyptian soldiers, British
forces, and Caliph Abdullah Ta’ayshi.
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Image 12: The depiction of the Ottoman war in which they emerged
victorious over the Greeks.
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Image 15: The Russian army under the command of General
Kuropatkin in the vicinity of Mugden.
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Image 14: The Emperor of France and his army confronting the
combined forces of the Russian, Prussian, Austrian, and British
armies.

eoit egama il o dlg 0 delaile i o)ga ol
vl 0l e o Gl Golad B slavg jl a:els
)j\))_l_ljjdg) J)9-—0 J_l_?)d 45)9_J£>ULO_Q L,o‘ AL))L.ASL}A
6l Loy a S e iadas (IS i 4 le adlogw wi
Su o slitws g lacuas i gl (88 slas slxl
et S L o SzsS | olie (olete qaiiuSy
L/LJO_H)L} 69.; ‘wal)a@y&bi&wlej
09y Y 1guai gmen 4S Cwl Coawly Cew e o
(a5 )5S jagual d i jaguel oyl ) Jog 4l
Lo slaysl sleassdugls g0 Cwlonily 2l 5 Jgal
aSaslodyglogeg ly sauo Uas g9 suls s o
el o0 g Ba hme gy a0 gl ol o sl
oSy (s> B Awo o (1gy0 o Lel wiloain (yi 2

09958 Jle Lol diwio cole dolilad
Ferdows-honar-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

Ye




o
L pu——

sl el sogas solaiawl g o1l 51 o)lge el o
)L&F‘)& dou L)—’l 50051 uol_'k_m‘ GS_AL? L_A_)LC) b_,oLO_,Q
¢oli slaganuSs o glsiolel icsihe sllag
Ao eplb el atals sage ;50 LUl eleola g
05hU jgdm 05 25L I jgual g zan ols (53)50 50
aSolsogmgaliue il Jlais).cwlo)gho jugunian
Aalgs CawSuin aS (60)8 lgicds yuguai yal o g bl
el 0090 (selBo guiSuwy g saladS)p aigilis g
gl lie (900 g juaise shghs Liailaiols jguas
adlaily Gig) gl (3a80 g elS e i aS oSy
OlSis sl o cngame 45 g oyl ool el
2 b sleolaill 58z eS )l claguliso o =lb
wlais yo aliie ¢yl o Julo wWlgie Saw ols
LeS7 agued g zman jagbad | 200 bl 0390 5500
Jool ol golsl sl aslasle g ailaST _aliaieyin
05 5050 L 18,0 5 el 5,55 olas 85 (lejluo g
50 i olsuldo o e lize glaolagy Giuled g yuguas
§ om0y ] wb)))_;oh_c L)_S\)Q)J 91599 Lﬁhb)]..&j]
slaglwpgni jo e adlow aS coals ol g e
08 9 Sl =led LB sl g, Sl aaeli wSlgell
aSdiebon SCoanasaindlo)iS Lo Giulai an),
s g i gl LIS (clad oloul ¢l Lo
S L g SezoS ) ylic (olsio ganinSy Soa

ol AQ)SM)S

09958 e gl duwo cole doliliad
Ferdows-honar-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

(A

oS h aylxe 8yb a5 50,8 (5l )0 gy Sealb lilez 17 jguas

RN Ugﬂ

Image 16: The Baltic Fleet of Russia in the Red Sea, engaging in battle
with Japanese ships
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Table 1: Types of perspectives used in lithographic printed images of the book “Bahar al-Fawaid"
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Table 1: Types of perspectives used in lithographic printed images of the book “Bahar al-Fawaid"
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Table 1: Types of perspectives used in lithographic printed images of the book “Bahar al-Fawaid"
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Abstract

Statement of the Problem: One of the most significant characteristics of contemporary
art is its tendency to revisit the past and draw inspiration from literary and artistic
texts. Many contemporary artists, including Mehrana Zarei, have created their works
by incorporating elements from previous artistic and literary works. Additionally,
Iranian calligraphy, renowned for its exquisite manifestation of Iranian-Islamic culture,
has attracted the attention of numerous researchers due to its various thematic and
structural features. This research focuses on the use of calligraphy in contemporary art
and its ability to convey implicit meanings. Specifically, the study examines the works
of contemporary artist Mehrana Zarei, who has utilized pretexts derived from Western
cinema stars in the 1960s, Iranian literature, and Islamic motifs in her prominent works
created between 2017 and 2020. The selection of Zarei's works for analysis is based on
their structural characteristics and the consistency of the provided pretexts, ensuring
coherence in interpreting each piece.

Research Objective: This research aims to explore the relationship between Zarei’s
works and the pretexts derived from Western cinema, Iranian-Islamic art, and culture.
Furthermore, it seeks to uncover the hidden connections between these elements.
Research Questions: This research addresses the following questions: (a) How can we
explain the relationship between the studied works and their pretexts? (b) What changes
have occurred in the motifs, with a particular emphasis on Western cinema?

Research Method: This study utilizes a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach
to examine Zarei’s works. The transsexuality method and intertextual analysis are
employed to analyze the selected works. The research involves refining and selecting
relevant images and materials through library resources and online searches.
Conclusion: Intertextuality, which focuses on the relationship and influence of past
texts on the creation of new texts, plays a significant role in the work of Mehrana Zarei,
an Iranian artist. Zarei has created four derivative works based on pre-existing texts,
specifically images of Western female film stars from the 1950s-1960s. These pre-existing
texts belong to the aesthetic system and structural characteristics of Hollywood cinema
and its prevalent discourses of that period, rooted in modernity and its consequences.
While works derived from Hollywood cinema have garnered attention worldwide,
Iranian artists have seldom used Western cinema images as a source of imitation or
adaptation. Zarei, however, has fearlessly drawn inspiration from the glamorous golden
age of Hollywood cinema, resulting in her four works. The significance lies in the cultural
and artistic transfer and influence that occurs through intertextual relationships and



appropriations, flowing from the West to Iran but
with a distinct approach that creates stylistic
diversity. Furthermore, the exhibition of these
derivative works in several domestic galleries
further enhances their importance.

Conclusion: The study of intertextual relationships
presented in this text indicates that Zarei, with
slight differences, has adopted a similar approach
of borrowing and adapting from pre-existing
texts. These texts have undergone transformation
and alteration during the process of creating
intertextual works, influenced by temporal and
cross-cultural relationships between texts, as
well as metatextual factors such as differences
in historical, cultural, artistic, and religious
backgrounds. Zarei’'s academic education,
particularly in the field of medical sciences, and
her extensive use of Persian literature in the
studied artworks also contribute to these changes
and transformations. The alterations primarily
occur in response to the structural characteristics
of the pre-existing texts, encompassing cultural,
narrative, temporal, environmental, and internal
changes, including omission, addition, and
substitution. As a result, the intertextual works
preserve the structure while transforming
the style and content compared to the pre-
existing texts. The formal structure of the pre-
existing texts is reflected in the structure of
the intertextual works. Zarei creates works
that retain the formal structure of the pre-
existing texts while transforming their style and
content, resulting in independent intertextual
works relevant to contemporary Iranian society.
However, it is important to note that the structural
characteristics of Western cinema, intertwined
with its perceptive and thematic features
rooted in the prevalent discourses of that time,
also influence Zarei’'s works. Therefore, while
incorporating their identity from Western cinema,
Zarei’s works have been shaped by metatextual
factors, undergoing various changes and
transformations that contribute to the transfer
of the visual tradition of Western cinema to Iran,
infusing it with an Iranian flavor.

Keywords: intertextuality, = metatextuality,
appropriation, Mehrana Zarei, painting, Western
cinema.
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- Pastiche

- Charge

- Forgerie

- Parodie

- Travestissement
- Transposition

- Imitation

- Transformation
- Hollywood
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1-Charles Mauron (1899-1966).
2- Gaston Bachelard (1884-1962).
3- Wendy Steiner(1949-).
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1- Baroque (began 1600).
2- Peter Paul Rubens (1577-1640).
3- Diego Veldzquez (1599-1660).
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5- Claudia Palmarucci (1985-).
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2- Audrey Hepburn(1929-1993).
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Image 2 - Audrey Hepburn, artwork by Mehrana Zarei, created in

1396 AH, size 30x20 centimeters, handmade collage and calligraphy
(Url4).
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Painting of Three Young Hunters, matte watercolor and gold on paper,

possibly by Ibn Mazafar, from the Mamluk period, approximately
725750- AH (Url6).

1- Marilyn Monroe(1926-1962).
2- Richard Dyer(1945-).
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- Andy Warhol(1926-1987).

- Comic Strip

- Roy Lichtenstein(1923-1997).

- Drowning Girl Museum of Modern Art, New York.
- Silk Screen printing

- Celebrities
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Image 4 - Marilyn Monroe, artwork by Mehrana Zarei, created in

1396 AH, size 30x20 centimeters, handmade collage and calligraphy
(Url4).
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Image 6 - Sophia Loren, artwork by Mehrana Zarei, created in 1397

AH, size 30x20 centimeters, handmade collage and calligraphy
(Url4).
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Image 5 - On the right side: Photograph of Marilyn Monroe (Url12);
on the left side: Islamic talisman (Urll4).
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1- Sophia Loren(1934-).
2- Academy Awards
3- privacy
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Image 7 - On the right side: Sophia Loren (Urlll); on the left side: Page
from the Porcelain Law (Url15).
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Table 1: Intertextual Relationships in Mehrana Zarei’s Works (Table design by the writer)
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Abstract

Problem Statement: One of the common characteristics between texts and artistic works
in the land of Iran is the attention given to the depiction of supernatural creatures and
wonders. The creation and portrayal of imaginary and extraordinary beings in Iranian
visual arts take various forms. The ways in which visual elements are employed in the
construction of these creatures, apart from the artistic traditions of each period, are
influenced by specific content sources, each of which has stimulated the artist’s perspective
and imaginative mind. The continuation of this ancient tradition is now known as “wonder
depiction” and is manifested in various forms in the art of Iran, such as relief patterns,
three-dimensional works, textile designs, paintings, and illustrated manuscripts. This
study focuses on the content and artistic aspects related to the tradition of wonderment
in Iran, with a particular emphasis on Pahlavi and Manichaean texts from the early
centuries after Islam. These aspects include mythical creatures, extraordinary events, and
supernatural narratives. The research aims to analyze how these elements of wonderment
are employed to convey religious and philosophical ideas, moral lessons, and cosmological
concepts.

Objective: To explore the imaginative and wonder-inducing approaches in the art and
literature of Sasanian Iran, based on pre-Islamic intellectual, religious, and mythical
traditions.

Research Question: “Which factors influence the portrayal of wonderment in Pahlavi and
Manichaean literature and art during the Sasanian era and the early Islamic centuries?"
Research Method: This research is fundamentally based and has employed a descriptive-
analytical method, gathering information from library sources, and electronic documents,
and utilizing museum archives. It focuses on the qualitative analysis and interpretive



examination of data derived from textual samples
and artworks from the mentioned periods.
The data analysis involves extracting concrete
examples, collecting and categorizing them into
various categories and classifications, such as
historical periods, artistic methodology, visual
aesthetics, textual criticism, and theoretical
discussions related to them. The theoretical
foundations of this research, through a case study
of texts and art from the Sasanian era and the
early Islamic centuries in Iran, encompass topics
related to iconography of the discussed artworks,
hermeneutics of literary and historical texts, their
translation into visual representation, typology of
symbols and mythical figures, as well as textual
analysis of Iranian myths in pre-Islamic and
post-Islamic eras, aiming to achieve a synthesis
between ancient [ranian art and the tradition of
Islamic Iranian calligraphy.

Conclusion:The themes and concepts employed in
the texts and works of the Sasanian era, despite the
significant damages caused by wars and conflicts
between Iranians, Arab Muslims, and the Roman
Empire, as well as internal struggles for power
among royal dynasties or regional rulers, can still
be categorized, classified, and interpreted. The
diversity of these themes is extensive, but they are
primarily shaped around religion and the position
of the monarchy.

Due to the transcendental and mythological
thinking influenced by various religions and
beliefs, including Zoroastrianism, Mithraism,
and Zurvanism, among others, the presence of
wonders and the supernatural during this period
is considerable. Overall, the influential factors
shaping the portrayal of wonderment in Pahlavi
and Manichaean literature and art during the
Sasanian era and the early Islamic centuries can
be enumerated as follows:

"Subjects and Themes”: Literary and artistic
works, alongside geographical and biological
information, introduce many pre-Islamic
mythical, legendary, and legendary creatures.
These creatures are particularly prominent in
the texts of the Sasanian period, appearing in
religious, ritualistic texts, and occasionally in epic
legends.

The sanctified status of kings and the narrative
conflicts between the forces of good and evil give
rise to allegorical and mythical beings, such as the

“Three-Headed Six-Eyed Serpent” and “Demon
Azor,” among others. Drawing from the mentioned
texts in this study, the wise kings of Iran surpass
these beings by harnessing the power of “Far”
(divine power). Ferdowsi, in his Shahnameh, also
incorporates the divine narrative into Iranian
culture and the wisdom of the kings, connecting
the mythological history of ancient Iran to the
wisdom and mysticism of Persian sages

The origins of symbolic motifs and patterns
in Iran can be traced back to ancient times,
influenced by beliefs and practices such as
Mithraism, Zoroastrianism, and Mazdaism.
These influences continued into the Islamic
period, sometimes merging with Islamic beliefs
and becoming intertwined with them. While
maintaining their roots in the ancient religions
of Iran, they also became aligned with Islamic
beliefs and occasionally incorporated beliefs that
emerged during the Islamic era.

The depiction of mythical creatures is among
the prominent commonalities in Iranian visual
arts throughout ancient and Islamic periods.
Despite cultural and religious transformations
resulting from the introduction of Islam to
Iran, motifs such as the griffin, harpy, sphinx,
Simurgh, winged horse, and similar creatures
have continued to appear in Iranian visual arts.
The visual characteristics of these motifs may
vary under the influence of each era’s customs,
but their symbolic and conceptual foundations
have shown significant continuity during the
period under discussion in this research. These
conceptual foundations include cosmological and
cognitive matters, religious myths, the worship
of deities and benevolent forces, as well as the
confrontation with malevolent forces and demons.
The reconstruction of meaningful metaphors
related to the visual content based on the Islamic
faith and the compatibility of these symbols with
its principles has been a gradual process that has
found special manifestations in the visual arts of
each period as required by the circumstances of
the time.

The conceptof “myth” playsanimportantroleinthe
realm of imaginative representations. In a general
sense, it can be said that myth in Iranian art and
literature is a narrative or symbolic manifestation
regarding gods, angels, supernatural beings, and
the overall cognitive worldview of this culture.
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Ancient Tranian myths, especially in the context
of Sassanian and subsequent texts, have two
fundamental characteristics: “being connected
to historical narratives” and a “sacred and
ritualistic aspect.” It is in this context that a strong
connection between myth and religion emerges
in this culture, resulting in the visualization of
supernatural and marvelous elements.
Keywords: Wonders of Art, Sasanian Art, Pahlavi
Literature, Manichaean Literature, Mythology,
Religion
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Table 1 - Subject Classification of Texts from the Sasanian Era and Early Islamic Period (Source: Author)
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Table 2 - Manifestations of Wonders in Texts and Works from the Sasanian Era and Early Islamic Period (Source: Author)
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Abstract

Problem Statement: During the early years of Islamic civilization, Muhammad bin
Mahmoud Kamuni Qazvini wrote in Arabic about the wonders of creation and the
mysteries of existence in the 7th century AH. Qazvini’s book, “Wonders of Creatures,«
holds significant importance among works exploring the wonders of the Islamic period.
Scholars have grappled with the origins and reasons behind the illustrations found in this
book, which depict strange and marvelous creatures deeply rooted in ancient beliefs. These
depictions have given rise to captivating folktales accompanied by peculiar illustrations.
The book “Ajaib al-Makhlugat wa Ghraib al-Mawsatiyat” was written by Zakaria bin
Muhammad bin Mahmud Ansari from the Qazvini community. This book existed
in several Persian and Arabic versions, emerging in the years following the Mongols’
conquest of Baghdad in 656 AH/1258 AD. Over the centuries, numerous copies were
produced, making it the most popular natural history encyclopedia of the Islamic Middle
Ages. When reproducing (Qazvini’s works, comprehensive diagrams and images often
accompanied them.

The manuscript consists of a preface and ten main sections, concluding with a chapter
dedicated to extraordinary creatures. One such illustrated Arabic version of the manuscript
is housed in the French Bordeaux library, labeled as 113. This particular book contains
various chapters and numerous pictures depicting natural and strange subjects, as
presented by Qazvini. Qazvini begins by describing the celestial realm, time, and the
calendar. He then delves into the Earth, the four elements, weather, rivers, and natural
phenomena. The middle part focuses on natural materials, while the final part recounts
and describes extraordinary creatures, including multi-organ humans. These phenomenal
beings possess unique concepts, abilities, or attributes.



Within the collection of extraordinary phenomena,
there exists a category of creatures often referred to
as hybrid creatures. These beings exhibit peculiar
appearances, involving combinations of humans
and animals or various animals themselves.
These strange creatures represent a group of
entities that cannot be explained from a natural
perspective or within the ordinary workings of
the world. They encompass various types and
manifestations found across cultures worldwide.
Objective: The aim of this research is to investigate
the mythological origins of the creatures known as
“multi-organisms” by utilizing Crozer’s allegorical
mythology method. The study follows the five steps
outlined in this method. These creatures include
instances of beings with multiplied body parts,
rooted in mythological traditions. Understanding
these creatures requires considering the broader
mythological context.

Throughout the intellectual development of early
humans, they became aware of the symbolic
significance of body parts within mythological
cultures. As a result, they created beings with
multiplied and repeated body parts, endowing
them with extraordinary abilities. These
creatures possess features like multiple eyes,
hands, or bodies, each granting special powers
to their owners. By wielding these infinite
powers, the creatures establish a foundation for
achieving human peace, perpetually facing the
inherent danger of being perceived as primitive
or psychological.

Research  Question:The primary  question
addressed in this research is the mythological
origins of the multi-organ creatures depicted in
Qazvini’'s “Wonders of Creatures” book.
Research Method:This study adopts a descriptive-
analytical method, categorizing it as basic
research. For instance, three images portraying
humans with multiple hands, legs, heads, and
bodies have been selected from the final section of
Qazvini’s work. Identifying the exact spatial and
temporal roots of the creation of multi-membered
creatures proves challenging due to the shared
customs and motifs prevalent in ancient societies.
The influence and impressions left by different
countries on Iran undoubtedly impacted the
artistic representation of such mythical creatures.
Conclusion: Since the beginning of time, humans
have sought facilities and conditions to guide their

searching souls toward truth while protecting
their vulnerable bodies. Fears, shortcomings, and
hopes drive them to contemplate the world around
them, striving to fulfill the deepest desires of
their hearts — finding peace and enlightenment
through intellectual achievements. In this pursuit,
creativity and contemplation converge, giving
rise to a vast mythological realm where symbols
emerge, empowering individuals to lead better
lives with goals aligned with continuous growth.
Various elements, such as people, places, objects,
mythical materials, and notably multi-membered
creatures, adorn this mythological realm,
equipping the human psyche with the capacity to
navigate the complex path of communication with
the environment. Simultaneously, they assist in
the process of personal growth and understanding
as genuine, questioning beings. This research
offers a logical and robust exploration of these
themes.

Keywords: strange creatures, multi-limbed
humans, allegorical mythology, multi-headed,
multilegged,  multi-handed
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Abstract

Problem Statement: The iconological approach is a scholarly method used to interpret
visual artworks. It involves a meticulous examination of the content and form of the
artworks. Erwin Panofsky, a prominent figure in the study of Middle Ages and Renaissance
artworks, pioneered this method. According to Panofsky, the meaning of an artwork is
produced through three stages: pre-iconography, iconography, and interpretation. Pre-
iconography focuses on the basic understanding of the visual representation of an icon.
Iconography investigates the symbolic relationship between the icon’s appearance and
its conventional attributes. Interpretation delves into the cultural and social factors that
shaped the icon’s meaning, considering the symbolic values of society. While primarily
used for analyzing visual artworks, the iconology approach can also be applied to
cinematic works, as long as certain requirements are met. By examining the recurring
elements of the film noir genre, particularly its portrayal of women, it becomes possible
to analyze films within this genre using the iconology approach. However, despite the
recognition of genre characteristics in film noir research, there is a noticeable absence of
scholarly examination specifically focused on the recurring female characters, which play
a crucial role in this genre.

Objective: This study aims to address the factors contributing to the formation of the
recurrent female character in Hollywood film noirs. By substantiating the existence of
this character and exploring the reasons behind its formation and repetition, the research
seeks to enhance our understanding of film noir and its impact on global cinemas.
Additionally, this investigation can pave the way for employing the iconology approach in
the analysis of the female icon in cinema and broader gender studies within this artistic
domain. The research focuses on investigating the factors behind the recurrent female



characters in film-noir works of the 1940s. The
article introduces the iconology approach briefly
and proceeds with an iconological analysis of
five notable film noir works, emphasizing the
female characters in these films. Due to the
significance and influence of films in this genre,
the study concentrates on five exemplary works,
scrutinizing the leading female characters in
chronological order of production: 1) The Falcon
of Malta — recognized as the first film noir; 2)
The Big Sleep — notable for the presence of Philip
Marlowe and directed by Howard Hawks; 3)
Double Indemnity — significant for establishing
basic noir characteristics; 4) A Lady from
Shanghai — important due to the presence of Rita
Hayworth; and 5) From the Heart of the Past —
acknowledged as a stabilizing film in the film
noir genre.

Research QuestionThe central question driving
this research is the elucidation of the factors
contributing to the recurrent female character in
1940s film noirs.

Research Method: The research commences by
describing the image of the female character in
film noir, focusing on five specific and genre-
defining cases. This initial description aligns
with the first stage of the iconology approach, pre-
iconography. Subsequently, in the iconography
stage, a reevaluation of established conventions for
this icon is conducted through the reexamination
of other texts. The final stage involves an analysis
of the social and economic conditions between
the world wars, asserting that, in addition to
economic crises and unemployment leading up
to the Second World War, women’s evolving roles
in society influenced the visual representation of
their characters.

Conclusion:The question that this research sought
to answer was the influence of masculine identity
on the formation of the recurring female character
in 1940s film noir (1940 AD/1320 SH). In this
regard, a description of the female character in
film noir was initially presented, focusing on five
specific and influential cases. The first stage,
pre-iconography, examined the description of
the female character in these five films from
an iconological perspective. In iconography, the
reinterpretation and analysis of other texts were
carried out to identify the established conventions
for this icon, leading to the conclusion that the

icon of the woman is the result of visual and
narrative traditions of its time. In the final stage
of the iconological approach, the analysis focused
on the social and economic conditions during
the period between the World Wars, arguing that
besides the economic crises and unemployment
in the years leading up to World War II, the
changing role of women in society also influenced
the visual representation of women. Additionally,
the importance of exploring the concepts of genre
and studio system productions in Hollywood
was addressed, highlighting that audience
influence on films during this period shaped
their preferred images in those films more than
in other periods. Furthermore, in addition to all
the aforementioned discussions, interpretations
of this character based on Christian ideologies
were also introduced and analyzed, suggesting
that this icon serves as a defensive mechanism
that reinforces the dominant masculine identity
in American society.

Keywords: [conology, Erwin Panofsky, Film-noir,
Cinema, Woman Character.
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Image 1: Mary Astor in The Maltese Falcon
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Image 3: Lauren Bacall in The Big Sleep
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Image 4: Martha Vickers in The Big Sleep
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Image 2: Rita Hayworth in The Lady ffom Shanghai
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Image 5: Jane Greer in Out of Past
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Image 6: Virginia Huston in Out of Past
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Table 1: Woman Style in Film-noir
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Image 7: Mary Astor in The Maltese Falcon
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Image 8: Lauren Bacall in The Big Sleep
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Table 2: Woman Character in Film-noir
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Abstract

Problem Statement: Handwoven carpets, in addition to their artistic and creative aspects,
hold significant economic importance. This artistic product, with all its values and unique
features, as a prominent symbol of Iran, requires awareness and proper identification for
potential buyers. Cultural enthusiasts should first establish its cultural significance within
the society to preserve this authentic art form.

Research Objective: This study presents a case study on the patterns of school handwoven
carpets, which are globally renowned. The aim is to explore how utilizing the patterns
of each region’s handwoven carpets in packaging can create a platform for introducing
people in that region to traditional authentic patterns. By using the graphic capabilities
of these patterns, proposed packaging designs for several handwoven items and related
products are presented. These designs were evaluated by 130 participants in Bushehr
province using a questionnaire, along with visual representations of the packaging, in the
dimensions of pattern recognition, color recognition, and social impact on customers. The
evaluation was conducted based on the Likert scale.

Research Question: How can the utilization of regional handwoven patterns in packaging
provide a platform for introducing people to authentic traditional patterns?

Research Method: The information for this article was collected through library research,
and proposed designs for packaging various handwoven items and related products
using the graphic capabilities of indigenous patterns (school handwoven patterns) were
presented. The questionnaire, along with visual representations of the packaging, was
provided to the target audience in Bushehr province. The questionnaire’s validity was
confirmed by experts (supervisors and references to similar samples), and its reliability
was calculated using Cronbach’s alpha method, resulting in a value of 0.758.



Conclusion: Preparing appropriate packaging to
preserve and improve the quality of a product is
among the important factors that no one can deny
its significance. This is because packaging is the
first visual contact between the customer and the
product, while proper transportation also plays a
crucial role in preserving handicrafts and other
handmade industries. In cases where the product
is exportable, proper packaging design along
with packaging identity can serve as a regional
representative that uses the international language
of imagery to convey a message. Therefore,
packaging not only helps the commodity but also
contributes to branding Iranian culture globally.
Whether we like it or not, we are part of the
globalization of the economy.

Artistic and cultural events are clear evidence of
the power of tradition and indigenous culture in
the sustainability of societies. The sustainability
of tribes and small communities depends on
preserving their identity and updating their visual
beliefs, which can be a step towards harmonizing
traditions and customs with a progressive and
modern way of life. In this regard, considering
the endangered nature of the art of weaving,
the Shool-e Ganaveh region and the undeniable
capacity of graphic artists to reproduce traditional
patterns led to the implementation of this research
to identify the specific patterns of the region and
examine their graphic capabilities. As a result,
a collection of graphic designs was created by
documenting the patterns, which can be used in
packaging design for handicraft products.
Choosing the right advertising tools and the
desired media can be a strategic and effective
introduction to Iranian handwoven carpets.
With professional and practical design and
planning, appropriate and relevant advertising
can raise awareness about carpets and their
concept and authenticity, which can lead to
future purchasing decisions based on familiarity
and full understanding. Companies need to
continuously remind customers of their presence
and maintain a prominent position in their minds
to compete with rival businesses. Otherwise, they
risk losing their market share to competitors. The
effectiveness of appropriate cultural advertising
in all fields is now widely recognized.

The advertising discussed in this research is not
limited to traditional advertising methods that

have been introduced through posters, brochures,
and high-circulation leaflets over the past decades.
In today’s competitive market, various branches
of advertising, such as packaging, environmental
graphics, modeling photography, etc., have
penetrated different layers that affect marketing
and sales to such an extent that it is sometimes
assumed that the sales process and customer
satisfaction existed even when these areas were
not part of the product’s services. We should keep
in mind that in today’s turbulent environments
where companies operate, it seems reasonable to
consider packaging not as a fixed process but as a
dynamic process in the design of various products.
Packaging can be considered a silent salesperson
as attractive packaging can attract customers and
persuade them to make a purchase. Therefore,
significant efforts need to be made to increase the
effectiveness of packaging, and as we see today,
traditional media should shift their focus toward
advertising at the time of purchase.

Keywords: Packaging, Advertising, Cultural
Advertising, Indigenous Patterns.
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Image 2: Adapted from the Design of Gholam Shah (Source: Author)
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Image 4: Fountain Design (Source: Author)

Image 5: Border Design by Shidalah (Source: Author)
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Figure 6: Border Design by Shidalah (Source: Author)
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Image 7 Kom Pattern Mudbrick (Source: Author)
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Image 8: Analysis of Mudbrick Kom Pattern (Source: Author)
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Image 9: Design Number 1
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Image 11: Design Number 3
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